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LOCAL 

CONTACTS 


North West 

Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 

PO Box 632, Blackburn 
BB4 4WT 

Bolton Against Racism 

www.boltonagainstracism.org.uk 
info@boltonagainstracism.org.uk 
Tel: 0779 177 5995 

Burnley Against Fascism 

PO Box 358, Burnley, 

BB11 2WA 

Bury Against Racism/ 

United Against Fascism 

karen.evans@virgin.net 
Tel: 07974 400183 

Hyndburn Against Racism 

Hyndburn-against-racism@fsmail.net 

Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 

Oldham United Against Racism 

c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham 0L1 1ED 

Pendle UAF 

PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 

Ribble Valley Against Racism 

PO Box 95, Whalley, 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
www.rvar.org.uk 

Rochdale United Against Fascism 

Tel: 07815 144460 

Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

7 Alder Avenue, Worsley Hall 
Wigan WN5 9PY 
chitchen@fsi.li.man.ac.uk 


Yorkshire & The Humber 

Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 
c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 

Bradford BD1 5DT 
afc@bradfordtuc.org.uk 

Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 

c/o GMB Clifton House, Clifton Road, 
Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 

Kirklees Unity 

PO Box 310, 

Huddersfield HD1 3YU 


Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BG 
leedsunity@hushmail.com 

Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield S2 2TG 

Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 

PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 

York Unity 

yorkunity@hotmail.com 


Eastern 

Broxbourne Against Racism 

PO Box 13679, London N11AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 

South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 

c/o Searchlight Magazine 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


East Midlands 

Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield S40 UR 


West Midlands 

Dudley Unite Against Fascism 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
dudley@blackcountryunity.net 

Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
sandwell@blackcountryunity.net 

Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 

Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 
wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 

Walsall UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 

Northamptonshire 
Unite Against Racism 

c/o NREC, Victoria Centre, Palk Road, 
Wellingborough NN8 1HT 
info@northamptonshirerec.org.uk 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 


London 

Dagenham Together 

The Labour Hall, Tenterden Road 
Dagenham RM8 1QA 
Tel: 07759 660230 

Enfield UAF 

07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
www.enfielduniteagainstfascism.co.uk 

Redbridge Together 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
07759 660 230 


North East 

Gateshead Against the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 

Sunderland Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 

Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 

c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

7 Woodlands Road 
Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 

Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association 

c/o Unison, Room 145, Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 
twafa@twafa.org.uk 


South East 

Saltdean for Tolerance and Respect 

PO Box 164, Brighton BN1 7WB 


Wales 

Wales Friends of Searchlight 

Cardiff Centre for Trade Union Studies 
182 Habershon Street 
Splott, Cardiff CF24 2LE 


To get your group’s details 
included on this list in future 
editions of the magazine 
please contact Searchlight. 
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Editorial 


Searchlight hits the streets 

Fifty thousand newspapers take up a lot of space. 
But they don’t stay put long when a small army of local 
anti-fascists get stuck in on a day of action and deliver 
them door-to-door to in dozens of teams as they did in 
Dagenham, east London, last month. To see local 
activists organised, enthusiastic and out in real 
numbers shows what can be unleashed with the right 
balance of forces. Dagenham Together - the 
organisation behind the anti-fascist campaign - would 
not be possible without the leading role of the local 
labour movement, but is nevertheless broad-based, 
and non-sectarian, and has the support of people from 
different political, ethnic and religious backgrounds. 
This is not only the kind of support that people sign up 
to, but the kind where they give up a day of their free 
time to get their feet sore and their fingers inky, 
pushing newspapers through letter boxes. 

Dagenham had never seen such a strong anti-fascist 
campaign, and it is certainly needed. In the 2004 
European parliamentary election the British National 
Party secured 14.8% of the vote. In Dagenham, as 
elsewhere, the BNP does not expect to win a 
parliamentary seat but is using the general election as 


a springboard for the local elections of May 2006 when 
it hopes to secure dozens more councillors. The BNP 
currently has one councillor in the area. 

As we go to press dates have been announced for days 
of action this month in Stoke, Calderdale, Keighley, 
Burnley, Bradford South and Kirklees. Distribution of 
Searchlight tabloids and other local anti-fascist 
material will also take place in a number of other 
places. Visit www.stopthebnp.com for latest updates. 

We are asking anti-fascists who are within travelling 
distance of any of the activities to give up one day 
before the election and help distribute material. A lot 
of work is being done locally by activists all year round 
and they will be heartened to see this work recognised 
when the callouts are answered in large numbers. 

We are now 13 months away from the May 2006 local 
elections. There is much work to be done until then to 
ensure that people know exactly what the BNP is 
about. The next month or so offers us a great 
opportunity. We need to turn on its head the enemy’s 
declared strategy of building its local voter base at this 
general election and make this May the time that the 
BNP lost ground and began its electoral demise. 
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Residents 
of Barking 
and 

Dagenham 
prepare to 
see off the 
BNP 


By Nick Lowles 

S earchlight kicked off its general election campaign 
with a highly successful day of action against the 
British National Party in Dagenham, east London, 
on 12 March. 

More than 120 people delivered a staggering 36,000 
Searchlight election special newspapers across the Barking 
and Dagenham constituencies. With another team of 
40 people out the next day, a total of 50,000 newspapers 
went out over the weekend. 

The event, organised by Dagenham Together, united 
people of different political and cultural backgrounds. 
There was a tremendous turnout from local trade unions, 
particularly the TGWU. Not to be outdone, the GMB, many 
of whose activists were attending a regional conference that 
day, has promised to mobilise for a future event. 

Several people brought food to share and at lunchtime a 
local Indian restaurant brought complimentary samosas 
and bhajis. 

Dagenham has become the focal point of the BNP’s 
campaigning in London since the party won a council 
by-election in September. The BNP also polled over 30% in 
two other council by-elections and the borough promises to 
be a crucial battleground in next year’s London local elections 
in which all council seats are up for grabs. 

The day of action was the first of several planned by 
local groups over the coming few weeks. Searchlight has 


targeted a number of constituencies where the BNP intends 
to prioritise its efforts in the general election. In addition to 
Barking and Dagenham they include Stoke South in the West 
Midlands, Burnley in the North West and Keighley in Yorkshire. 

Searchlight is working with local groups in each of these 
areas as well as others in Calderdale, Kirklees, Sheffield, 
Rotherham, Pendle and East Lancs, the Black Country and 
Havering and Epping on the outskirts of East London. 

The Dagenham newspaper was an eight-page tabloid that 
concentrated on local issues and highlighted the fact that the 
BNP has no solutions for the people of Dagenham. The other 
newspapers that Searchlight is publishing for the other target 
areas will similarly reflect the main issues in each areas. 

It fits neatly into Searchlight’s belief that only localised 
campaigning can beat the BNP We need to expose BNP lies 
and distortions and this can best be done by localising our 
response. In some cases this will be by getting respected 
local people, such as community activists, doctors or faith 
leaders, to speak up against the BNP In other instances it 
will be by using local developments to disprove the nazi 
claim that residents are being ignored. 

In Dagenham the BNP has campaigned heavily on the 
pressures that recent immigrants have put on the local 
health service. The newspaper allowed us to disprove this 
claim by highlighting the huge increase in funding that the 
local Primary Health Care Trust is presently receiving. 
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In Burnley the BNP claims that new investment is going only 
into the predominantly Asian districts of the town. By breaking 
down new investment by ward we show this to be nonsense. 

Searchlight is not trying to deny that problems exist but in 
many of the areas where the BNP is attempting to make 
inroads there has never been so much investment. People are 
rightly cynical of national statistics and we can only make our 
point by highlighting specific local projects. 

Towards 2006 

The BNP recognises that it is unlikely to win a parliamentary 
contest but its priority is the local elections in 2006. 
Internal documents indicate that the BNP strategy is to use 
the general election to identify its voters in its target wards 
so that it can run a more sophisticated campaign next year. 

This is a recognition that the party was outfoxed in last 
year’s local elections. Eddy Butler, the BNP’s elections 
officer, admitted to the party’s ruling advisory council that it 
lost out on several councillors because the party had no 
idea of who its voters were. 

Each branch with a parliamentary candidate has 
been told to target one ward within the constituency 
which it should canvass. The BNP’s target 
constituency in each region should be fully canvassed. 

Although it is doubtful that the BNP can achieve 
even a fraction of this, the strategy makes sense. 

Anti-fascists should likewise use these elections to 
build for 2006. While it is important to limit the BNP vote 
in the general election as much as possible it is an even 
greater priority for community groups to undertake some 
systematic work in the key 2006 local election wards. 

Ideally groups should do both but the reality is that 
resources are limited. In these circumstances it is better 
to cover the key target wards two or three times rather 
than attempt to cover the entire constituency. 

By this time next year we want to be going into the local 
elections having firmly established ourselves in our key 
wards. People need to recognise our ward newsletters, 
which experts believe will only happen after six or seven 
editions. 

Using the general election to identify potential anti-BNP 
voters is also crucial. Searchlight plans to conduct its 
largest Voter ID operation to date. In the process we hope 
to identify thousands of voters in our key wards whom we 
can mobilise to vote against the BNP next year. 

Just the beginning 

The Dagenham day of action was a fantastic start to the 
campaign against the BNP in east London. The borough has 
not seen so many people out campaigning against the BNP 
before and everyone was really enthusiastic about doing 
more localised work. 

Most encouraging was the reaction on the doorstep and 
the local people who have volunteered to join our campaign. 

This is only the start. There will be further activities in the 
area between now and the election. 


a> 




One in the bread¬ 
basket for the BNP 


INSIDE 


BNP slam 
Asian quake 
relief effort 


Why is the Turkey 
voting for Christmas? 


Richard inWonde 


DAYS OF ACTION 

2 April Stoke 
3 April Calderdale 

9 April Keighley 

10 April Burnley 

16 April Bradford South 
17 April Kirklees 
30 April Stoke 
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SAYS 


WE DON’T NEED BNP 

OUTSIDERS HERE 


Searchlight 
hits the streets 


I CAME TO Dagenham in 1944, during 
World War Two. I was a home grown 
refugee, a returning evacuee, whose 
home in the East End had been 
destroyed by enemy bombing. 

My dad was in the army fighting the 
Germans and all that they then stood 
for. These were the people we called the 
Nazis; they starved, tortured and 
murdered millions of people across 
Europe, Poland and Russia. 

Dad went off in 1939 and returned in 
1945. He was lucky, just a flesh wound, 
not like those who died in the same 
fight against the forerunners of the 
British National Party. 

You'll find the names of our dead on 
the war memorial in Dagenham Village. 

Our first house was 1 Huntings Road, 
and the first Asian I ever saw was a Sikh 
selling, door to door, handkerchiefs, 
dusters, dishcloths, etc, trying to make 
a living and wearing his British issued 
World War IWo medal ribbons, as many 
men did in those days. 

Years later, married and buying our 
first home at 30 School Road, I met my 
first black family. They moved into 
number 26 - lovely people with a little 
girl who played with my two girls. 

The first Chinese restaurant in 
Dagenham opened in Church Elm 
Lane opposite the off licence. 

Vietnamese boat people, about 30 as 
I recall, moved into the borough and 
local people helped them to settle in. 

People of all nationalities moved to 
our borough - why? 

Certainly affordable housing was one 
attraction but so were, and are, good 
schools, open spaces, Churches, clubs, 
pubs, libraries and a feeling of 
community with caring neighbours. 

I have lived in this borough for over 
60 years and I can count on one hand 
the people who have been a bad 
neighbour to me and my family. 

White, black and all the shades in 
between, I know that the vast majority 
of local residents want to be able to live 
in peace and harmony with their 
neighbours. 

We should and will sort out our own 
problems, we don’t need the outsiders 
of the BNP coming here to stir up 
trouble by spreading lies about people. 

That’s how it started in Nazi 
Germany! 

Councillor Charles Fairbrass, Leader 
of Barking & Dagenham Council 



BNP? Don’t make us laugh 
- we’re already in stitches!! 


THERE’S A GROUP in 
BD6 who aren’t happy 
about the BNP getting 
a foot in Bradford 
South. They’re too busy 
celebrating and com¬ 
memorating the histo¬ 
ry and strength of their 
community to suffer 
fools. 

“BD6 In Stitches” has 
brought together resi¬ 
dents from Buttershaw, 
Cooperville and Royds 
with local churches, com- 
munity projects and 
schools to create a stun¬ 
ning piece of textile art¬ 
work showing the history 
and features of their area. 
Around 40-50 people of 
all ages have taken part. 

Over two years in the 
making and nearing 
completion, the tapes¬ 
try is over 20 feet long. 


The “bricks” are made 
up of all kinds of materi¬ 
als and stitching tech¬ 
niques, vibrant in colour 
and rich in texture. 

The group feels the 
area has had a bad press, 
and that this project is 
one way of countering 
that negativity and cre¬ 
ating something positive. 
The “In Stitches” team 
have done their home¬ 
work and uncovered the 
rich history of their area, 
going back to around 
1850. 

“We’ve made new 
friends and learned more 
about the others,” Peggy, 
Margaret and the others 
say. Ht’s brought every¬ 
body together and we 
think a lot more about 
where we live.” 

The finished work will 


be displayed in the 
Healthy Living Centre, 
hopefully in June, and 
the group is planning a 
big celebration event. 

When asked what they 
think about the BNP 
seeking support in BD6 
and elsewhere in Brad¬ 
ford South, the women’s 
faces change. “It’s terri¬ 
ble,” says Sylvia, “their 
ethos is going to alter 
everything. It’s a back¬ 
ward step isn’t it.” 

Others chime in, “If 
people read what they 
put out, they believe it, its 
twisted.” Conversation 
turns to The Secret Agent, 
the BBC film which ex¬ 
posed widespread crim¬ 
inality and racism within 
Bradford BNP. “They’re 
not to be trusted.” 

Their handiwork dis¬ 
plays a strong, vibrant 
and changing commu¬ 
nity. These are the bricks 
that built BD6. The BNP 
are not interested in 
building communities, 
but dividing them. “BD6 
In Stitches” is an emblem 
of community pride, 
showing the strength of 
local people working to¬ 
gether regardless of dif¬ 
ference and politics. 
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▼ Bradford A Keighley 


Stoke-on-Trent ► 


BNP STAND BY WIFE-BEATER! 


THE BNP like to bang the drum for law and order. They cer¬ 
tainly seem to keep the police busy enough. In late February 
one of their councillors in Burnley pleaded guilty to assault¬ 
ing his wife as well as a police officer. 

UNBELIEVABLE: You would think even the racist cowards of the BNP 
would disapprove of this. But no, they refused to expel him. 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: “The BNP is coming under such pressure that 
we are reluctant to take action against any of our members ... we are not 
in the business of persecuting our members because the state considers 
someone guilty.” 


THE WORK the Cougars do 
in our town is awesome. 
With very little funding 
they work with 46 primary 
schools in and around 
the Keighley area. With 
the seven secondary 
schools that these pri¬ 
maries feed, that is over 
1,200 youngsters includ¬ 
ing over 400 girls. As 
well as teaching a team¬ 
work ethos and making 
healthy exercise fun, they 
embrace all communities 
and both sexes in an at¬ 
tempt to break down cul¬ 
tural barriers. 

The club’s work in the 
community was highlight¬ 


ed recently with a visit from 
Richard Caborne, the 
Sports Minister. 

As well as benefiting 
from coaching, schools are 
offered the opportunity to 
progress into a Tourna¬ 
ment held at Cougar Park 
each July. 

Scholarship programmes 
for talented local young¬ 
sters are also available, help- 
ing them move into 
professional rugby. 

Such activities can only 
have a really positive effect 
on all youngsters in the 
district. 

“Because of the recogni¬ 
tion of the quality and struc¬ 


ture of the programme, we 
were invited to send a 
Keighley Girls team to the 
recent Arriva Trains Cup 
Final. This game was held as 
a curtain raiser to the Cup 
Final and received nation¬ 
al publicity. It shows that 
what we are doing in Keigh¬ 
ley is working and helping 
to tackle the cultural and 
community issues that are 
apparent within the areas 
we work.” 

Now it’s our turn. Let’s 
get behind the Cougars 
and show our support. 
Searchlight wishes the 
Cougars every success this 
season. 


TRAINING FOR THE FUTURE 

Keighley Cougars build from within the community 


GUILTY: Councillor Brian Turner pleaded guilty but the BNP don’t 
consider his wife beating a crime. Instead they try to blame someone else. 



Now where have we heard that one before .. 


You'll be seeing 
a lot more of 
this in a BNP 
Stoke-on-Trent! 




The BNP thrive on the 
politics of despair but 
they do not offer 
people anything. 
They do not have an 
economic policy for 
this city or the 
country. 

They do not say how 
they would regenerate 
our communities. 

All the BNP can bring 
is more misery. 


Vote Hope 
Not Hate 
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Who should lead the anti 


By Steve Silver 

A crucial question for anti-fascists is what 
kind of leadership do we need to defeat 
the British National Party? 

Some have argued that what is needed is black 
leadership. This is a theory that has been taken 
from anti-racist struggles and applied by its 
advocates to the anti-fascist fight. 

There is a completely understandable, though 
contested, argument why black people should 
lead the anti-radsf struggle. After all, those who 
experience racism are in the best position to 
identify the problems as they manifest 
themselves. This is the case in other campaigns 
too; people would hardly expect men to lead a 
campaign for women’s rights for example. 

However, those who argue for black 
leadership (or ethnic minority leadership as one 
speaker put it at a recent conference) of the anti- 
fascist movement are wrong to do so because 
racism is only one aspect of fascism and the two 
cannot be conflated. 



Fascism is more than organised racism 

It would be easy to look at the BNP’s propaganda 
and the activities of its thugs and think that all 
they stand for is an electoral expression of “Paki 
bashing”. From that false premise confusion 
reigns, and this appears to be the source of the 
black leadership argument. If the BNP were only 
about whipping up racial hatred then we would 
be dealing solely with a question of communal defence, 
which is rightly best led by those under attack themselves. 

While of course the BNP is a motley crew of racists, 
Nick Griffin and co are using anti-Muslim feeling in 
Britain as part of a wider strategy to win white voters 
over to fascist ideas. Therefore the anti-fascist task 
ahead of us is to win a sustained and authentic political 
victory against fascism and that means breaking the 
BNP’s influence on a significant section of those same 
white voters. 

While it is easy to see fascism as being primarily about 
racism, it is equally easy to forget that the first victims of 
fascism are always its political opposition, trade 
unionists and socialists. Even the most racist of all forms 
of fascism - Nazism - came for its opponents before it 
embarked on an agenda of racial genocide. In fact, 
fascism has to crush its opponents in order to break any 
resistance to its political programme. 

Pastor Martin Niemoeller’s famous lines “First they 
came ...” which have been commonly misquoted by 
anti-fascists are even more instructive in their original. 
The Nazis did not come for the Jews first as is frequently 
said but, as Niemoeller pointed out, for the communists, 
socialists, trade unionists and then the Jews, before 
finally he found himself incarcerated in the 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp without anyone 
left to speak out for him. 


Today the BNP targets trade unionists too, ensuring 
people’s personal details are published on the Redwatch 
website and elsewhere. People have even had their homes 
firebombed. The BNP also has a strategy of dragging 
unions through the courts in order to win compensation 
claims on behalf of fascist union members. 

Minority leadership cannot create a victory 

Even if we could boil everything down to “race”, the black 
or ethnic minority leadership argument is wrong with 
regard to anti-fascism because it simply cannot be a 
successful strategy. It can only lead to defeat. Imagine in 
1932 arguing in Germany that what was needed to defeat 
the rise of Hitler was ethnic minority leadership. The idea 
that the Jewish community in Germany could have 
successfully led the fight against Nazism is absurd. 

There is not a single example anywhere in the world of a 
fascist movement which enjoys the level of support that 
the BNP does being successfully beaten by ethnic 
minority leadership. It seems so obvious that it is almost 
embarrassing to point out the fact that because a minority 
is a minority it will have great difficulty mobilising the 
majority population that may not easily identify with it. 

If the anti-fascist movement were to accept the 
concept of black or ethnic minority leadership we would 
be left with the question, who exactly would that be? 
Which minorities, and which leaders? And who would 


Searchlight April 2005 8 




















fascist movement? 



that leadership be 
accountable to? In areas 
where there are tiny 
ethnic minority com¬ 
munities it is simply not 
possible to pursue that 
strategy anyway unless 
the whole concept of local 
anti-fascist campaigning 
is rejected. It is for this 
reason that many long¬ 
standing black activists in 
the trade union move¬ 
ment, who in other 
circumstances would 
argue for black leader¬ 
ship, recognise that this 
cannot be applied to the 
fight against fascism. 

The reality is that apart 
from a handful of turkeys 
who vote for Christmas, 
BNP voters are white 
people. We have to ask 
ourselves what kind of 
leadership will help us 
win over those white 
people who have fallen 
for the race card and vote 
BNP? It seems obvious 
that a successful anti¬ 
fascist leadership must include white people who are 
respected in their communities. 

That is not to say that it isn’t necessary to mobilise 
black people to vote against the BNP, indeed it is 
absolutely essential to mobilise the anti-fascist vote - 
black and white - to prevent the fascists winning 
councillors and other forms of electoral representation. 
However, if we are going to win a real political victory 
against the BNP then we have to win over hearts and 
minds who have fallen for their propaganda. To win that 
victory means targeting white people, the majority of 
whom are working class. 

Unions should play the lead role 

The question then is what kind of leadership is 
best placed to bring about a victory? The answer must 
surely be the trade union and labour movement. 
Trade unionists are in the front line whether they like it 
or not and the BNP has amply demonstrated what 
it thinks of unions, particularly over recent months. 
Trade unions can speak directly to the people we need to 
speak to most, the white working class. Unions also have 
the resources to reach deep into workplaces and 
communities, often where there are relatively few non¬ 
white people, and offer an alternative explanation to the 
BNP’s scapegoating. 

The BNP portrays itself as the champion of the white 



working class. The truth is that it is opposed to 
everything that the trade union and labour movement 
stands for. Trade unions - the true representatives of all 
Britain’s working people - have a leading role to play in 
combating the menace. They may be rather less than 
perfect, but they are democratic, multiracial and 
accountable to their membership. Representing some 
six and a half million workers they are the largest 
organised movement in Britain. 

Does this mean that those who are not rooted in the 
labour movement have no role to play? Is anti-fascism 
only for left-wingers? Absolutely not! The broadest 
coalition of forces, including people from all democratic 
political parties and none, from different faiths and 
those with no religious affiliation, all have a crucial role 
to play showing that together we are the real face of 
Britain. However, no political party, ethnic group or 
religious denomination alone is in a position to play the 
unifying role that unions have the potential to play. 

Oldham offers a great example of the potential of 
union leadership, where the revived trades council 
played the lead role in keeping the BNP out of local 
government in the wake of trouble in the town. And the 
BNP knows exactly who it was that stopped it. That is 
why Martin Gleeson, Secretary of Oldham Trades 
Council, is facing charges for damaging a BNP wreath at 
a Holocaust Memorial Day service earlier this year. 
The fascists can’t contain their delight on their website 
at getting him arrested because the trades council is a 
real thorn in their side. 

And again, it was trade unionists who played a crucial 
role in the BBC’s Secret Agent programme broadcast 
last July. Andy Sykes, a local BNP organiser with a 
change of heart, approached Bradford TUC at an anti¬ 
fascist Fun Day that they were organising and became a 
mole working through them with Searchlight. The 
programme was the product of that work. We recently 
saw the 15th BNP arrest for incitement to racial hatred 
as a result of that documentary. 

Only last month in Dagenham up to 150 people 
came out to distribute 50,000 copies of a local 
Searchlight tabloid from across the political, ethnic and 
religious spectrum. But it was trade unions - through 
Dagenham Together - that provided the facilities to 
make that happen. 

Our anti-fascism needs to be more than just 
anti-racism. We have to address people’s concerns in 
our localities regardless of what they are. Whether it 
is housing, transport, council tax or a myriad of 
other local issues we need to be part of a grassroots 
movement that empowers people to understand that 
just a little local activism can make a big difference. 
We need to popularise the ideas of collectivism and 
solidarity as the way of changing things in contrast to 
the divisiveness of racism. 

The anti-fascist movement needs solid leadership - 
black and white - and the trade union movement has 
already demonstrated the potential to give it. 
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‘DO-NOTHING’ 

COUNCILLORS 


By Nick Lowles 

T he British National Party likes to moan. Its supporters like 
to point out everything that's wrong in an area and 
completely ignore anything good that is happening. 
They also moan without offering any solutions and the few 
times they have got elected they do nothing. 

The BNP has a handful of councillors around the country (just 
22 out of over 8,000 councillors) and none have done anything 
positive. In fact, most have not said a word in council meetings. 
They just sit there in silence, when they bother to turn up, but are 
always quick to collect their allowances. 

Some people have voted for the BNP as a protest but time and 
again they are let down. Some BNP councillors have broken their 
election promises within months of getting elected and some have 
simply said nothing. Some do not turn up while others admit that 
they are out of their depth. No wonder a growing number of voters 
are calling them the “do nothing” councillors. 

No wonder the voters of Dudley, Blackburn, Sandwell, Stoke and 
Thurrock all threw out their BNP councillors as soon as they 
could. Only three BNP councillors have actually been re-elected. 
Here is Searchlight's annual audit of the BNP councillors. 


Bradford 


The four BNP councillors have attended most council 
meetings but have made no impact on council business. 

Angela Clarke (Keighley West) has managed to attend 
five Area Committee meetings without speaking a word! 
However, she did see fit to vote against street improvements 
on Shann Lane which were designed to benefit local people. 
The BNP stood alone in opposing these works. 

Arthur Redfearn was the only Wibsey councillor to stay 
silent through a discussion on cuts to a bus route serving 
the ward. 

In December, some six months after the elections, 
James Lewthwaite (Wyke) finally became the first BNP 
representative to speak in a meeting of the council. 
Laughably he began talking about the wrong motion - one 
that the council had already dealt with - and had to be 
pulled up. The leader of the BNP group on the council 
then went on to make a bigger fool of himself by accusing 
the Bradford Telegraph and Argus of being involved in a 
“Stalinist Zionist” conspiracy against the BNP! 

Budget meeting: All four BNP councillors sat through 
the meeting in silence. They did not propose any 
amendments and voted for the Tory budget. 




^There’s meetings that go right over my head and 
there’s little point me being there. I’m wasting my time?? 

BNP councillor Dan Kelley 


Bradford councillor with something to 
say for himself: James Lewthwaite 


Daniel Kelley (Goresbrook) was elected after a council by-election last 
September. Since then he has proved that he is out of his depth. “There’s 
meetings that go right over my head and there’s little point in me being there,” 
Kelley told the Barking & Dagenham Recorder. “I'm wasting my time.” 

Kelley has even gone into self-imposed exile, stating that he will only attend 
the minimum compulsory council meetings - that is one every six months! 

Other councillors will hardly notice the difference. Since being elected he has 
not said a word in the council chamber. This is despite making a whole heap of 
wild promises to get himself elected. 

He was also forced to distance himself publicly from his “special 
adviser”, London BNP organiser Richard Barnbrook, after Barnbrook 
wrongly condemned the performance of a local head teacher. 

Kelley apologised and said that Barnbrook would no longer act as 
his assistant. 


Budget meeting: Kelley attended but remained silent. He voted 
for the council budget. 


Barking & Dagenham 
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Broxbourne 


The BNP’s only councillor, Ramon Johns (Rosedale), 
is currently under investigation by the Standards Board 
for bringing the council into disrepute for acting as an 
election agent who was legally responsible for a leaflet 
that peddled lies. 

He has remained silent throughout council meetings 
and has tended to vote with the Conservatives. 

Budget meeting: Johns attended but sat through it in 
silence. He did not propose any amendments and voted 
with the Labour opposition. 


Burnley 


Burnley BNP councillors are “incompetent”. That is not just 
our view but the opinion of the BNP’s leader Nick Griffin. 

Griffin was responding to yet another year of dismal 
BNP performance in Burnley. 

Last year Burnley BNP councillors were rocked by 
Luke Smith’s thuggery. This year another BNP councillor, 
Brian Turner (Cliviger with Worsthorne), has been 
convicted, in his case for beating up his wife and assaulting 
a police officer. Outrageously the other BNP councillors, 
supported by Nick Griffin, continue to back him. 

BNP group leader Len Starr (Hapton-with-Park) was 
cautioned for selling alcohol to underage children at his 
off-licence. 

Budget meeting: For the third year running the BNP 
failed to put forward an alternative budget and did not 
speak during the debate. Only two of the six BNP 
councillors turned up, and one of those left after half 
an hour. 


Calderdale 


Calderdale’s three BNP councillors are supposedly the 
cream of the party’s councillors nationally but even here 
they have acted appallingly over the past 12 months. 

According to the council website, Richard Mulhall 
(Illingworth & Mixenden) has only attended one meeting in 
the past six months. And this is the man who has written 
the BNP guide to being a good councillor! 

Two Labour councillors have told us that they are now 
picking up casework from people who originally went to 
the BNP but got no help. 

Adrian Marsden (Town) opposed an application for a hot 
food takeaway but when it was debated at a committee 
meeting he was off at a BNP rally. 

Budget meeting: All attended and they did propose a 
number of motions. However, when it came to the vote 
they supported cuts. They agreed a compromise budget 
with the Tories and Independents which implements most 
of the Tory cuts. These include increased care charges, 
increased charges for many leisure services, cuts to day 
care services for older people and to other care services 
for vulnerable groups, and the possible closure of 
community libraries. 


Kirklees 


David Exley (Heckmondwike) took part in a 
demonstration outside the home of a local anti-racist 
campaigner at 5am. Exley turned up with a dozen other 
BNP bullies, including one Bradford councillor, with 
banners and loudspeakers. When his conduct was 
reported to the Standards Board slippery Exley tried to 
distance himself from the event. 


He has recently campaigned for a zero-tolerance policy 
towards drug dealers but seems to make an exception for 
a fellow BNP council candidate who has been to prison 
for drug trafficking. 

Last year Exley backed a call to increase council tax by 
double the rate of inflation. 

Budget meeting: He attended but did not propose an 
alternative. He first voted with the Tories before switching 
his support to the Liberal Democrats. 


Sandwell 


The BNP in the Black Country is still reeling from the loss 
of three councillors last June. The party is now just left 
with James Lloyd (Princes End). 

Lloyd has only attended eight meetings since being 
elected and has not spoken or participated in any 
council debate. This is not bad for an allowance of 
£9,200 per annum. 

Lloyd follows in the footsteps of David Watkins, a former 
Sandwell BNP councillor. He sat on the highly influential 
Finance and Audit Scrutiny Committee where he only 
attended two out of 19 meetings. 

Budget meeting: Lloyd attended but, as always, sat in 
silence. He did not put forward an alternative and backed 
the council budget. 


Stoke-on-Trent 


The BNP has two councillors, both representing Longton 
North. Steve Batkin must rank as the BNP’s worst 
councillor after attending none of a possible 30 
committee meetings since last June. He cannot say that 
he has been too busy looking after the needs of his ward 
as he has also missed several Longton community forums. 

Batkin has only spoken twice in the two years he has 
been on the council and on one of those occasions it 
was to ask what “abstain” meant. Mark Leat has spoken 
just once. 

Budget meeting: Both councillors skipped the important 
pre-meeting to discuss the budget. This was the chance 
for them to make an input into the budget. 

They attended the budget meeting itself but sat through 
it in absolute silence. They backed the budget, making a 
mockery of their claim to represent an alternative. 


Steve Batkin 

Meeting Possible 

Council Managers Forum 8 

Attended 

0 

Attendance I 

0% 1 

Council Assembly 

1 

0 

Q%1 

Overview & Scrutiny Mgmt 

6 

0 

°%1 

Development^Control 

8 

0 

o% 1 

Executive 

7 

0 

0% 




; Mark Leat 

I Meeting 

Council Managers Forum 

Possible 

8 

Attended 

1 

Attendance 

14% 

Council Assembly 

1 

0 

0% 

^Executive 

7 

0 

0% 

B^^evelopment Control 

19 

6 

32% 


Searchlight April 2005 11 






























BNP defeated in Stoke by-election 


by Harry Ward 


Issues 1 
and 3 of 
East Valley 
Matters 


D 

WKW S 


respite the most intensive election campaign 
lever mounted by the BNP in Stoke-on-Trent, its 
support slipped last month in a local election. 
The Liberal Democrats held the seat in the by-election 
in the East Valley ward while the BNP came third in a 
potentially winnable election. 

In the local elections last year, the BNP had come 
second with 25% of the vote, and were convinced that 
with more work they could win the seat. However, their 


vote fell in both real and percentage terms. 

East Valley results 

March 2005 



Candidate 

Party 

Votes 

% 

Geoff Knight 

Lib Dem 

525 

25.2 

Richard Hughes 

Labour 

496 

23.8 

Spencer Cartlidge 

BNP 

464 

22.3 

Harold Churchill 

Ind. 

445 

21.4 

Darren Lovatt 

Cons 

150 

■EE9 

June 2004 


Turnout 23% 

Candidate 

Party 

Votes 

% 

S Halfpenny 

Labour 

823 

30.9 

A Eaton 

BNP 

667 25.3 


G Knight 
D Smith 
N Gore 


Cons 

406 15.2 

Lib Dem 

330 12.4 


Turnout 29% 


East Valley is a large ward stretching from just outside 
the city centre to the city boundary, on both sides of the 
A53 Stoke to Leek road, encompassing the 
neighbourhoods of Sneyd Green, Smallthorne, Baddeley 
Green and Milton. The ward includes almost every type 
of housing: terraces, pre-war semis, newly built 
detached houses, country cottages and even farms. 
Although much of the property is owner-occupied, there 
are substantial areas of council housing. 

On the first Saturday of the campaign, members of 
NorSCARF (the North Staffordshire Campaign Against 
Racism & Fascism) soon realised that they were facing a 
BNP campaign of a totally different nature from any 
previously waged in the city. NorSCARF had 



BNP slam Asian 
flood relief effort 



The British National Party has 
condemned the Tsunami Bood 
relief effort as misplaced. Their 
position highlights how out of 
touch they arc with public opinion 
and how their racist obsession 
blinds them from human charity. 

The devastation caused by the 
floods has shocked the nation and 
British people have flocked to help. 
In Stoke, ordinary people have 


BNP's legal advisor lee Barnes 
sneered at those giving money." The 
•Cult of Conspicuous Compassion 
that is sweeping Britain like a virus 
in the wake of the Tsunami disaster 
is a symptom of our cultural 

decadence and degeneration". 

BNP Internet chief Steve Blake 
questions why this deserved the 


other disasters. ‘Natural disasters 
happen all the time, from gales lashing 
Scottish coasts, flooding in Cumbria. 

rite answer is simple. Over 200,000 
people have died and millions 
displaced and left starving. The 
devastation wrought is just a little bit 
more severe titan the gales lashing 
the Scottish coasts and the floods in 
Cheshire. 

The British people have been 
genuinely moved by the atrocious 
images of the flood's destruction. 
Everyone, young and old, white and 
black, rich and poor, have queued 
up to donate money. 

The British people have a proud 
tradition ol helping others, it is a 
concept totally alien to the BNP and 
proves if proof was needed, that their 
racist and divisive agenda is totally 
odds with Ihc British tradition. 


vi, STOKE’S ON THE UP 

DON’T LET THE BNP DESTROY IT 


SEND THE BNP 
OUTSIDERS HOME 


i neoolc arc reacting with fury the BNP are so out of touch wit 
^.t’numter of BNP outsiders f^Vailey riuit: m 

swarming the area. Every day they ■ Their candidate ooes 

srru ■*«— - 

ieeds and Nottingham to tell US ca „ Brad elcy Village - 



called three 
because these 
outsiders have inum- 
idated and even threatened 


luaivu tu ivj 

local people. 

eastvall 


ihreaieiieu nWmg our area down. 


y VOTE HOPE NOT HATE 


inadvertently chosen the same meeting place as the 
BNP for their first leafleting session, and it was quickly 
apparent that BNP activists were converging from all 
over the country. The BNP supporters were divided 
into small groups and each group was sent off with a 
clipboard to canvass a street or two. 

That Saturday also saw the start of a sustained 
campaign of intimidation of NorSCARF leafleters. 
The BNP supporters seemed to be well equipped with 
cameras, which they used to photograph anti-fascists 
and their cars. The intimidation intensified the 
following Saturday. The worst incident occurred when a 
group of about half-a-dozen fascists, led by the BNP’s 
East Midlands organiser Sadie Graham, surrounded a 
smaller group of anti-fascists (two of whom were 
pensioners), jostling and manhandling them, and trying 
to snatch their leaflets. Graham verbally taunted the 
leafleters and took their photographs. Three separate 
complaints had to be made to the police about various 
incidents. Despite the intimidation, NorSCARF 
produced three editions of East Valley Matters during 
the course of the campaign and a dedicated band of 
activists delivered them throughout the ward. 

The BNP leafleted every house in the ward five times. 
However, they had little to offer in the way of policies to 
benefit local people. Three of the five leaflets were 
dedicated to their campaign against “the sex beasts” of 
the City Council. An independent councillor has 
recently been convicted for accessing child 
pornography and a Labour councillor is awaiting trial 
on similar, but unrelated, charges. On the basis of this, 
with no evidence whatsoever, the BNP alleged in their 
literature that a paedophile ring exists in the City 
Council. But, of course, it’s always easier to smear your 
opponents than engage in real debate on policy. 

BNP activists continued to pour into Stoke from all 
over the country. BNP canvassers visited each house in 
the ward at least twice and BNP leader Nick Griffin 
arrived to direct the campaign personally. On polling day, 
the BNP placed heavies on the doors of every polling 
station and Griffin did the rounds visiting each of them 
in turn. By late afternoon, the fascist thugs were strutting 
around the ward convinced they had the election in the 
bag. They were to be sadly disappointed at the count. 

Coincidentally the council budget debate took place 
on the same day at Stoke Town Hall, to which the two 
sitting BNP councillors contributed precisely nothing. 
They did not propose a budget of their own, they did not 
seek to amend other parties’ proposals and they did 
not speak. Useless, as usual. 

Why did the BNP devote so much time and energy to 
this council by-election? The reason is that Stoke-on- 
Trent has an elected mayor who has real power, the 
mayoral election will take place on 5 May this year and 
the BNP are scenting victory. In the last mayoral election 
the BNP candidate, Steve Batkin, finished in third place 
with only a couple of thousand votes fewer than the 
winner. The BNP vote was more than the Tory and 
Liberal Democrat votes combined. 

Voters in the Stoke mayoral election may indicate 
a first and second choice. After the count of first 
choice votes, all candidates other than the top two are 
eliminated and their second choices redistributed. 
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In the last election, Mike Wolfe, an independent, came 
second to Labour on the first count but gained enough 
second preferences to become the eventual victor. 
The BNP know this and understand that they only need 
to achieve second place on the first count to be in with a 
good chance of victory. 

The BNP hoped that a win in East Valley would 
enhance their credibility as a serious contender for the 
mayoralty and their defeat is a serious setback for them. 
But there is no room for complacency. The BNP will 
undoubtedly make the Stoke mayoral election a 
national priority and their East Valley campaign was just 
a dress rehearsal for what is to come. 

Defeating the BNP in Stoke has to be a major priority 
for the anti-fascist movement. 

■ NorSCARF is organising a full campaign, including a 
Day of Action. For details contact NorSCARF, 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 1WF, 
or email NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk. 


THE IMPORTANCE 
OF EAST VALLEY 

By Nick Lowles 

THE EAST VALLEY by-election had significance far 
beyond the boundaries of East Valley ward. The BNP 
saw it as a major stepping stone for its assault on the 
Stoke-on-Trent mayoral contest in May. 

That is why it bussed people in from across the 
country. That is why it delivered seven leaflets and 
conducted a complete canvass of the ward, the only 
party to do any door-to-door work. That is why party 
leader Nick Griffin and elections officer Eddy Butler 
were around on the day. 

Fortunately NorSCARF and Searchlight recognised 
the danger of a BNP victory. During the campaign 
local activists delivered three hard-hitting localised 
leaflets in the ward. These highlighted the nazi politics 
of the BNR the inadequacies of existing BNP 
councillors and the intimidation by BNP campaigners. 

The BNP finished third, albeit only 65 votes behind. 
It has since blamed the presence of an independent 
candidate who took vital anti-asylum votes, but this 
cannot disguise the anti-fascist victory. 

It is true that several hundred voters chose a 
candidate with equally hardline politics as those of 
the BNR But they did so because they did not like 
the BNR They did not like the BNP intimidation 
and the poor quality of existing BNP councillors. 

If nothing else, the anti-BNP leaflets helped drive 
some right-wing voters away from the BNR To that 
extent, the anti-fascists won the election. 

But it is not all good news. The turnout was a poor 
23%, the lowest in a council by-election in a major 
BNP area for several years. The BNP no longer 
motivates pro and anti-BNP voters like it once did. 
We have to recognise that, and make sure we reach 
out to voters who are not motivated simply by anti- 
nazism in the forthcoming general election. 

The BNP was the big loser on the night. It put so 
much effort into the campaign and ended up with a 
lower share of the vote than in June. Whatever its 
public statements, its morale and enthusiasm for 
May’s mayoral contest has been severely dented. 



By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

■ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

■ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

■ Special rates on training and educational materials. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

Union 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 
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Position 


Address 


Postcode 
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Email 


Affiliation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members 
£75; 50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members 
£150; more than 500,000 members £200. 

Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG ■ Tel 020 76818660 

Fax 020 76818650 ■ email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 

www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Standing up 
against fascism 

National Unions affiliated to TUFS 


Accord 

■ COMMUNITY 

■ POA 

ANGU 

■ FBU 

■ PFA 

AMICUS 

■ GMB 

■ PCS 

ASLEF 

■ MU 

■ T&G 

AMO 

■ NAPO 

■ TSSA 

BFAWU 

■ NATFHE 

■ UCATT 

BECTU 

■ NASUWT 

■ USDAW 

CWU 

■ NUM 

■ UNISON 

CYWU 

■ RMT 

■ ATL 

Connect 

■ NUT 

■ GULO 

Make sure your branch/region/national union 
is affiliated to TUFS and actively works 
against the fascists. 

For more information e-mail 
tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 
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Tackling 


Within the anti-fascist struggle there are some issues that are regarded as 
taboo or controversial. Some people simply do not accept that some 
practices happen or, more often, they perceive that talking about certain 
issues plays into the hands of the BNP by legitimising them. 

The opposite is actually true argues Nick Lowles. it is our silence that gives 
the BNP the space to operate. 


Ann Cryer mp 
realises 
now that 
she made 
a mistake 
in not 
confronting 
the BNP 


L ast summer the British National Party won 
four council seats in Bradford. Two were in 
Bradford itself and two were in the parlia¬ 
mentary constituency of Keighley. The nazis 
could have won even more had it not been for a 
determined and sophisticated campaign run by 
Bradford Trades Union Council. 

The victories came against a background of extensive 
coverage of the issue of Asian “grooming”, largely by the 
BNP itself but also in the national press. 

The BNP pushed the allegation that groups of 
Asian paedophiles were “grooming” young white 
girls in Keighley for sex and prostitution. They claimed 
that political correctness was creating a wall of 
silence over the issue and so nothing was getting done. 
Social services, police and the media were deliberately 
ignoring the issue because of cultural sensitivities. 
The BNP presented itself as the only party willing to 
speak up on behalf of the young white girls. 

Quite independently of the BNP, Channel 4 television 
was also investigating the subject for a broader 
programme that would highlight the shortcomings of 
Bradford social services. There was almost universal 
opposition to the programme, with police, politicians 
and anti-racist campaigners all demanding that 
Channel 4 delay or even scrap the show. 

Then the BNP claimed it was behind the programme, 
which was complete nonsense and simple opportunism. 

The BNP went on to centre one version of its party 
political broadcast around the “grooming” issue. 
Although the broadcast was heavily edited, the 
accompanying coverage in the national press repeated 
many of the completely erroneous claims. However, 
anti-racists maintained a general silence on the issue 
and made no attempt to correct or neutralise the BNP’s 
propaganda. 

In hindsight, the BNP played a tactical blinder and we 
all blundered. 

Grooming is a controversial issue but there are 
certain undeniable facts. The first is that it does occur, 
with 60 reported cases in Keighley over the past few 
years. The second fact is that the vast majority of these 
cases involve Asian men and white girls aged 12 to 15. 

It is also clear that the majority of white people in 
Keighley have heard about it to a greater or lesser 
extent. And all are angry and quite rightly so. We are, 
after all, talking about paedophilia by another name. 

So when everyone knows about it and the media are 
talking about it, it is hardly a surprise that the BNP 
gains politically if it presents itself as the only party 


seemingly willing to take the issue on. 

The decision by the left - politicians, unions and anti¬ 
racists alike - not to talk about it and even to attempt to 
silence any media coverage of it (as in the case of the 
Channel 4 programme) only played into the hands of 
the BNP. 


There is an uncomfortable truth that anyone who 
wants to use laws to silence the BNP needs to 
understand. The more we use bureaucratic laws 
to silence the BNP the more credibility the 
BNP obtains. 

Many people feel increasingly disengaged with the 
political system. There is a widespread perception, 
particularly among young white working-class men, 
that no one is articulating their concerns. The BNP 
has tapped into this group very successfully by 
portraying the establishment (in which the BNP 
includes trade unions and anti-racists) as pro- 
immigrant and anti-white. 

There is an urgent need to beat 
the BNP politically. 

This is not a call to debate with 
fascists. Rather we must be 
prepared to discuss issues, 
however unpalatable or un¬ 
comfortable, that concern 
people and that the BNP is 
using to win support. 

In Keighley, grooming is a 
real not a perceived problem. 

In other parts of the country 
the issues might be Asian 
gang violence against young 
whites, black drug dealers 
or even alleged preferential 
funding. 

Rather than regarding 
these issues as taboo, we 
should have enough faith 
in our own beliefs and 
values to be much more 
forthright in our opinions. 

It is no point denying 
that some young Asians and 
young blacks are involved in 
crime because they clearly are. 

It is also pointless denying 
that some predominantly ethnic 
minority communities receive more 
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BNP news 


issues 



funding than their largely white neighbours because, 
again, they quite clearly do. 

Our job is to condemn where an issue needs to be 
condemned and explain where there is justification. 
Criminality, whether it comes from young Asians, 
whites or anyone else, is wrong. Funding is often 
determined by need and where minority ethnic 
communities are overrepresented in the poorest areas, 
as is often the case, they quite rightly receive more 
money. We should not be ashamed to defend this. 

In some instances it is important to de-racify an issue. 
Youth crime is a problem that affects all communities and 
is not specific to Asians. It is the same for gang violence. 
The BNP is quick to demand that the “Asian community” 
must pay for its rioting youth but the same logic says that 
all white British people should pay reparations to a host 
of European countries for our “white” football hooligans. 

Or that people of Irish Catholic descent should pay up 
for IRA bombings. The BNP’s logic is nonsense but 
unless we expose it as such, it will continue to carry 
some substance. 

Anti-social behaviour in deprived com¬ 
munities and middle class angst over it is hardly 
new. Drugs, gangs, prostitution and other long¬ 
standing features of urban life afflict working- 
class, poor and deprived areas more than other 
areas. Dealing with these real social issues requires 
us to start with an explanation of why and how they 
arise. These phenomena are nothing to do with 
“race” or skin colour. 

Tackling the taboo subjects head on 
will give us increased credibility 
among ordinary voters and also 
allows us to expose BNP lies and 
distortions. How can we do this 
when we are unwilling even to 
discuss some topics? 

The awful irony of the whole 
“grooming” issue was that the 
Labour Party could quite 
effectively have taken the BNP 
on. The number of new cases is 
falling, largely because of the 
work of the local MP Ann Cryer. 
She has obtained two changes in 
the law that have dramatically 
improved the chances of 
prosecutions. Contrast this 
with the loud-mouthed, but 
ultimately meaningless, ranting 
of Nick Griffin, leader of the BNP. 
However, the decision of the 
Labour Party to ignore the BNP 
allowed the nazis to present 
themselves as the only people 
willing to tackle the issue. 

The BNP needs to be beaten 
politically and this will require us to 
address some uncomfortable issues. 
We ignore them at our peril. 


Former school head 
condemns BNP candidate 

By Kirklees Unity 

ANOTHER PROMINENT MEMBER of Kirklees BNP 
has been exposed as a liar. Jonathan Pygott, the 
prospective BNP candidate for Wentworth 
Rotherham, explained at a recent BNP meeting 
how he grew up in the multicultural town of Batley in 
West Yorkshire. 

Pygott revealed that he attended St John Fishers 
Catholic High School in Dewsbury, which is situated 
between two predominantly Muslim schools, 
Westborough and Birkdale High School. “I used to 
suffer a lot of racial abuse, as I had to walk past these 
schools to get to and from home Needless to say the 
authorities didn’t do much when my mum 
complained to the police. It got so bad that I had to 
set off to school two hours before school started, just 
so I could get to school before anyone was about. 

There was always tensions between my school and 
the neighbouring ones.” 

However as Pygott lived in the neighbouring town 
of Batley, he would have caught the school bus in the 
morning. Several former pupils explained that if this 
was the case Pygott would have had no need to pass 
the two neighbouring schools. It also seems strange 
that, in a school with some 1,200 mostly white pupils, 

Pygott would have been singled out for racist abuse. 

We spoke to Mr Kevin Higgins, headteacher of 
St John Fishers school. Mr Higgins described Pygott’s 
claims as “utter rubbish” and explained that there 
had never been any serious racist incidents between 
the three schools. 

“What the BNP believe in is just incompatible with 
what we teach the kids at our schools. 

The three schools have a good relationship and 
work well together, we regularly have kids from the 
other schools at our school working on a variety of 
projects together. 

“I am ashamed that Jonathan Pygott attended our 
school. I hope he loses his deposit when he stands in 
the general election,” Mr Higgins declared. 
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Immigration 

the real issues 


T he British National Party wants “an immediate halt 
to all further immigration” and “voluntary 
resettlement” of immigrants already here with 
“generous financial incentives”. The BNP also wants 
to “clamp down on the flood of ‘asylum seekers', all of 
whom are either bogus or can find refuge much nearer their 
home countries”. This is no more than you would expect 
from a racist, fascist party. 

The UK Independence Party is also against immigration. 
It has linked Europe and the immigration and asylum 
issues together in a bid to shake off its image as a single¬ 
issue party and gain popular support on an issue that it has 
identified as a vote winner. In September Robert Kilroy-Silk, 
then a UKIP MER made a hardline speech promising that 
the UKIP would set a quota of no more than 100,000 
immigrants a year allowed into Britain. 

The quota no longer features in UKIP policy. The party 
now wants “stricter embarkation controls, a points system 
for immigrants and a withdrawal from the EU’s Common 
Asylum Policy”, Roger Knapman, the UKIP leader, said in 
February. However he accepts “that immigration is 
necessary, and that Britain has a long tradition of accepting 
genuine refugees, which we would continue”. The party 
would “aim to approach zero net immigration” but “UKIP 
does NOT favour the application of quotas either for legal 
immigrants or for refugees” (their emphasis). 

Nor does the quota appear in the immigration policy of 
Veritas, Kilroy-Silk's new party wants to “admit only those 
that are needed because of their skills. They will be 
expected to speak English, pass health tests, have no 
criminal convictions and integrate into the British way of 
life”. The party would “only take our fair share of refugees”. 

In fact to its shame only the Conservative Party now 
wants a specific quota on immigrants and asylum seekers. 
Trailing badly in the polls, the Tories know that immigration 
is the only issue on which they have a significant lead over 
Labour and intend to milk it for all it is worth. A Conservative 
government would limit immigration to 100,000 a year, the 
same limit that Kilroy-Silk proposed. The Tories are no 
doubt mindful of their support on this key issue 
haemorrhaging to their anti-Europe rivals. 

The Tories also proposed a points system for determining 
who should be allowed to enter Britain. Not to be outdone, 
the Labour government responded with its own very 
similar proposal to award points for work skills, knowledge 
of the English language, and other desirable attributes. 
Then the Conservatives came back with proposals for health 
checks on would-be immigrants, whereupon Labour quickly 
pointed out that this was already Labour policy. 


All this vying for the support of what Labour and the Tories 
see as widespread public sentiment against immigration 
and asylum is quite simply destructive. It exploits and builds 
up baseless fears. And it plays into the hands of the far 
right, who oppose immigration and asylum, not because 
“Britain is full up” or “they take our jobs” or “they are all 
spongers on welfare” (spot the contradiction here), but 
because they are racists. 

The issues that really interest people are their economic 
wellbeing, the health service, crime, pensions and education. 
The various problems under these headings are difficult to 
solve and the issues are often complex. How much easier it 
is to divert attention from parties' lack of answers on these 
matters to immigration and asylum, and even to blame 
immigrants for the problems. Crime is rising, blame it on 
immigrants. Council tax too high? The money is going on 
housing asylum seekers and paying them benefits. 

But the truth is that immigrants benefit Britain 
immensely. Home Office research shows that immigrants 
and refugees are a net benefit to the community to the 
tune of £2.5 billion. A record 340,000 legal migrants 
travelled to Britain to fill job vacancies according to 
government figures published in February. More than 
130,000 of these came from the eight East European 
countries that joined the EU last May. A further 181,400 
work permits were issued to people from outside the EU. 
These are people who come to work and are needed 
because the British economy is enjoying the longest 
sustained expansion in its modern history. 

Indeed increased immigration might not only be the result 
of Britain’s prosperity, it might also have made a significant 
contribution to it. Unemployment is low. In the past low 
unemployment and a high level of new job creation have 
resulted in inflation, as wage pressures have caused price 
rises in an upward spiral. This is not currently happening. 
There are several reasons for this, but one is that an influx 
of energetic young people with skills and the will to work 
has helped the two million new jobs created since May 
1997 to be filled without triggering wage inflation. 

Some economists believe that new restrictions on 
immigration could push up interest rates. The resultant 
labour shortage, they argue, would result in higher wages 
and greater inflation, which the Bank of England might 
counter with interest rate rises. Treasury figures suggest 
that economic growth would fall by 0.5% over two years if 
immigration to Britain ceased. 

Sceptics and the far right might respond that immigrants 
are preventing “British” workers from being better off 
by undercutting their wages. Mostly that is not the case. 
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All that is prevented is inflation: wage increases that 
are rapidly eaten up by increased prices. That benefits 
no one. Legal migrants do not have to work for a pittance. 
Many have skills that are in demand, that employers will 
pay for. They have to pay British prices for accommodation, 
food, etc and quickly realise what they need to earn. 
And enforcement of the minimum wage is helping to 
prevent the worst cases of exploitation. Unemployment has 
not increased, proof that immigrants are not “taking jobs 
from British workers”. 

There are problem areas, such as agriculture, where gang 
masters pay legal migrants no more than the minimum 
wage and keep illegal immigrants on starvation pay and in 
slave conditions. Stopping immigration is not the answer. 
Agriculture needs workers and agricultural employers must 
be forced to pay their workers properly. The trade unions 
should recruit these workers and fight for decent wages and 
conditions for all, and against a system that encourages 
farmers to employ illegal immigrants because they cannot 
obtain work permits for unskilled workers. And the public 
must accept that if agricultural workers are not to be 
exploited, both in Britain and the rest of the world, we have 
to pay higher prices for food. 

The government’s new points system, which will give the 
highest points to skilled workers, is hardly designed to help 
the economy. It seems that the highly skilled will be allowed 
to enter Britain regardless of whether they have a job offer. 
Conversely unskilled but willing workers may be unable to 
obtain work permits despite a demand. A points system 
may also drain skills away from poorer countries that really 
need them and have invested large sums into educating 
and training their people. 

The economy is not the only aspect of British life that 
benefits from immigration. Searchlight has pointed out 
many times that the health service would collapse without 
its huge numbers of immigrant and minority ethnic staff. 
The growing demand for medical services in Britain has 
outstripped the supply of indigenous doctors, nurses and 
auxiliary staff and the only way this demand has been met 
is through immigration. 

Schools also benefit from immigrant teachers and 
support staff, although this has perhaps been less apparent 
because many are white - from Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada and South Africa. Nearly one quarter of staff 
working in higher education come from overseas. 

Immigrants can also make an important contribution to 
alleviating Britain’s pensions crisis. Britain’s postwar baby- 
boomers are hitting retirement and people are living far 
longer than before. A period of poor investment returns and 


a tax change in 1997 that reduced the income of pension 
schemes have left private pension plans unable to provide 
the pensions that workers were promised. The stark choice 
facing Britain is later retirement, lower pensions or higher 
taxes. It may need a combination of these and the situation 
may get worse. Today there is one person over 60 for every 
two of working age. By 2050 it is expected that this will 
increase to two over 60s for every three of working age. 

Immigrants are more likely to be young. They are people 
with the energy and determination to leave their own 
country and make a new home in a strange and unfamiliar 
land. Older people with their own children or aging parents 
needing care are less likely to do this. Immigrants’ 
contribution to Britain’s economy can stave off the worst of 
the pensions crisis. Their taxes can help pay for state 
pensions, and the continuation of economic prosperity can 
help everyone's savings grow. The BNP’s response is that 
immigrants will themselves get old and draw pensions one 
day so it only puts off the evil day. Perhaps, but putting off 
a crisis allows more time for other measures to take effect, 
and not all today’s immigrants will stay in Britain for their 
whole lives. Immigrants from eastern Europe, for example, 
may well return home after a few years and invest their 
savings in new businesses opportunities opening up in 
their own countries. 

Despite the undoubted benefits of immigration, it 
would be wrong for Britain to have no controls, as some 
people have argued. There are vast differences throughout 
the world in income, wealth, freedom and social security. 
There are many countries that suffer from civil conflict or 
oppress part of their population. Britain is a very attractive 
place to live. If there were no controls, we would have to 
give up the principle that no one in Britain should be left 
destitute. We would have to discriminate between those 
deserving of benefits and those who are neither genuine 
refugees from oppression nor have any prospect of looking 
after themselves. Such discrimination would conflict with 
human rights principles and more people would be forced 
to live rough and beg. 

Many people express concern about immigration and 
asylum but this concern has been greatly whipped up by the 
tabloid press and the right. Instead of trying to fight the far 
right on their own ground, the democratic parties should 
highlight how immigration benefits Britain and join in an 
open and rational debate on what controls - because there 
must be some controls - are fairest, most effective and most 
helpful to Britain and the potential migrants themselves. The 
only major political party that has had the guts to point these 
things out is the Liberal Democrats. How immigrants can 
best be integrated into British society should form part of the 
debate, as should those problems that arise from conflicts 
between some cultures and the important British concepts 
of freedom, equality and democracy. We must also 
recognise that asylum is an entirely different issue to 
immigration, a humanitarian rather than an economic issue, 
for which any sort of quotas are unsuited. And we must 
prevent exploitation of all migrants by ensuring that they are 
paid decent wages for their work. 


This article is one of a series intended to stimulate discussion in 
the anti-fascist movement. People are invited to send in articles 
for selection by the editor on this and other important issues. 
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Race to the 


As the general election approaches, race, ethnicity and immigration are 
playing an increasingly important role among the press and politicians. 
Kate Taylor looks at how these concerns are being manipulated in the 
right-wing media as the various campaigns get under way. 
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L ast month The Sun launched a vitriolic campaign 
against Gypsies. With a front-page picture of 
a run-down and dilapidated traveller site and a 
headline that screamed “Meet your Neighbours", 
the newspaper declared “War on Gipsy Free-For-All". 
In response to deputy Prime Minister John Prescott’s 
directive that Brentwood Council in Essex should find 
suitable sites for homeless Travellers in the area, 
The Sun urged readers to “Stamp on the Camps" 

To ease tensions between settled and Traveller 
communities over unauthorised camps, Prescott 
ordered in March that local authorities identify sites 
where Travellers could legally live. Tories immediately 
attacked the government plans. But it is the reaction of 
the right-wing press that most clearly illustrates the 
process of demonisation that certain minority groups 
will undergo in the run-up to the general election. 

The Daily Express was quick to promote itself as the 
bastion of the white middle-class: “Prezza picks on 
Middle England in gypsy battle". Listing Traveller sites 
around the country, it fearfully asked readers, “Is there a 
gypsy camp near you?” 

The Sun in a daily front-page campaign continued, 
“The problem with gipsies and travellers has nothing to 
do with any racial discrimination, as John Prescott fears. 
Communities do not want people setting up illegal sites 
in their midst because the camps are dirty, cluttered, 
insanitary and an eyesore. 

“If the Deputy Prime Minister’s Office would just 
let the politically correct 
scales fall from their eyes 
they would see this obvious 
truth ... These people are 
far removed from the 
traditional Romany people 
with their admirable moral 
code. 

“The villain of the piece 
is the Human Rights Act... 
We want a reversal of 
human rights laws behind 
the madness." 

The Gypsy and Traveller 
Law Reform Coalition 
lodged an objection with 
the Press Complaints 
Commission claiming 
| that the Sun' s campaign 
incited racial hatred. 
Len Smith, of the British 
Committee on Romany 
Emancipation, made a 


formal complaint and statement to the Hampshire 
police, who said that they would refer it to the 
Metropolitan Police. Members of Gypsy communities 
spoke of their fear of being attacked, with some asking 
for police protection. 

Gypsy and Traveller communities have become 
targets as the political parties look to advance in the 
polls. Issues such as Gypsies and immigrants look set to 
be vote winners in the general election. With the small 
opposition right-wing parties, such as Veritas, the UKIP 
and the BNP, all taking hardline positions on these 
topics, some mainstream parties have followed suit so 
that they are seen to be addressing rather than ignoring 
these problems. 

The role of the media in any election campaign is 
pivotal. It is here that political allegiances and battles are 
played and fought out. And the closer polling day comes, 
the greater the tone descends into a climate of fear. 

Britain is in crisis in many areas. The National Health 
Service, for example, is in disarray. Yet problems like this 
are being viewed through the lens of asylum and 
immigration, thereby neglecting the complexity of 
economic and social forces at play. The view that is 
promoted is that if there were no immigrants then public 
services would be alright. Immigration then falsely 
becomes the answer to every political or economic 
problem that this country faces. 

An illustration of how this is done through the press 
can be seen through the recent HIV scare. Headlines in 
the Daily Star declared, “ 1 in 20 Asylum Seekers is HIV... 
treating them stops 12 hospitals being built”. Readers 
were encouraged to ring the newspaper to vote on the 
question, “Should we stop HIV asylum seekers entering 
the country?" 

The Daily Star supports the Tories’ pledge to screen all 
asylum seekers for HIV and “boot out NHS spongers". 
Under the heading, “Evil Sex Assassins", the newspaper 
reports on cases where asylum seekers with HIV have 
been jailed for infecting women with the virus in several 
high profile court cases. In this way terror is promoted 
against a group of outsiders who are a potential threat to 
British women. 

Most of the tabloids attacked the government’s record 
on immigration last month, saying that they had vastly 
exaggerated claims that immigrants were an economic 
benefit to the country. 

The Daily Star spoke of the “‘Lie’ on immigration" and 
alongside the Daily Express and the Daily Mail cited 
figures produced by the right-wing think tank 
Migrationwatch UK to dismiss Tony Blair’s assertion that 
immigrants contributed 0.5% of the gross domestic 
product. According to Migrationwatch, which favours 
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stringent immigration controls, the true benefit was 
likely to be a maximum of 0.1%. 

The right-wing press sees asylum seekers as the 
scourge of society. They are seen to be responsible for 
such disparate trends as HIV, TB, terrorism, the decline 
of the health service, the corrosion of “Britishness” and 
violent crime to name just a few. There is no doubt that 
the asylum and immigration systems are in a mess. 
But they have fast become the catch-all explanation 
for the gripes of the British public. Even if there were 
no asylum seekers, the problems of poverty, 
deindustrialisation and declining public services would 
still exist. But as the election approaches immigration 
has been pushed right into the front pages. As the 
political parties become increasingly draconian on this 
subject, so too do the headlines. 

Towards the end of last year, Robert Kilroy-Silk, now 
leader of Veritas but then a UKIP MEP, made a hardline 
speech promising to curtail immigration and withdraw 
from the Geneva Convention that guarantees human 
rights for refugees. Just days later, Tory leader Michael 
Howard followed suit promising similar hardline 
measures. 

And in February the Labour Party outlined new plans to 
tackle the problem head-on, including the introduction 
of a points system to ensure only immigrants who would 
benefit the economy will be allowed in. 

References to immigration and asylum in the 
newspapers last month were constant. The Daily 
Express spoke of the “New Asylum Fiasco” and made 
clear that political parties will have to address the issue 
if they are to win votes. 

“Nowhere has this administration’s incompetence 
been more evident than its patent inability to resolve the 
problem of illegal immigration. Today we find that only 
one in 15 people who were refused asylum or who lost an 
appeal last year have been removed from the country ... 

“Mr Blair has long run out of excuses on this issue. 
As long as this incompetent Labour government 
remains in power this crisis is only going to get worse. 
We need a change.” 

This was followed by Rod Liddle’s polemic in the Daily 
Express , “Labour’s flawed policy on immigration is a time 
bomb for Britain”, which outlined the basis for a TV 
programme on the subject on Channel 4 that evening. 
The programme took the view that, if Britain’s problems 
with immigration continue, then terrorism and Islamic 
fundamentalism will flourish with devastating 
consequences. Liddle interviewed Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, and the programme’s content legitimised 
many of his views. 

What Liddle represents is the growing backlash 
against “political correctness”, multiculturalism and 
immigration - all seen to be malignant forces that are 
tearing this country apart. The voice of “common sense” 
that Veritas and other right-wing parties see themselves 
as promoting in the face of “PC madness” has been used 
as a means to attack many anti-racist ideas. 

This backlash has been increasingly used to express 


concern about the role of Islam in this country and its 
supposed link to terrorism, a view expounded by Liddle 
on Channel 4 and taken up by many of the tabloids ever 
since 9/11. Given the level of fear generated over this 
subject, a hardline stance against Islam is a vote winner. 

Last month the Daily Star ran a poll that asked 
readers, “Do you fear Britain is becoming an Islamic 
State?” The public were so concerned about this issue 
that a record number phoned or texted a response. 
According to the newspaper, “An overwhelming 99% 
answered yes - Britain was becoming too Islamic”. 

An attempt to demarcate a strong national identity is 
an important function of the press. In order to integrate 
British citizens and to foster a sense of unity in a society 
that at times feels increasingly fragmented, it is 
necessary to define ourselves against others. 
Unfortunately, a sense of belonging often comes at a 
price - the exclusion of minority groups who threaten 
our sense of safety and identity. 

Michael Billig illustrates the role of the press in 
creating these boundaries of inclusion and exclusion 
in his book Banal Nationalism. It is not about creating a 
nationalism that is overt and aggressive in the traditional 
sense but one that is insular and stabilising. Billig shows 
how Britain needs to produce and reinforce a national 
identity in daily life, despite the country’s relative 
stability. This identity enables citizens to feel part of 
something bigger than themselves. Hence, notions of 
“us” and “them” work not only as a historical reference 
point, but also as a contemporary marker of who we are. 
But this means defining ourselves against something, in 
essence, we need to know who we are not. And when the 
tone becomes rabid and aggressively defensive as it has 
against Gypsies, this is when tensions boil over into 
possible violence against these minority groups. 

The constant need to reinforce an identity is 
highlighted in the way that the newspapers use nostalgia 
to paint a picture of “Englishness”. As Benedict Anderson 
showed in his classic study Imagined Communities, 
these notions of nationhood are based on the idea that 
we possess a shared history. Often these notions relate as 
much to mythology as they do to reality. 

A new column “In search of England” by Roy 
Hattersley in the Daily Mail does just that. Hattersley 
writes with passion about Englishness, “England is a 
small country when measured in miles and yards. 
But judged by its history, achievements and diversity of 
life within its shores, it is immense. We rarely express the 
pride we feel in being part of Shakespeare’s ‘sceptred 
isle’ so many of the joys of being English are never 
recorded ... I am starting the search for England.” 

There is nothing inherently wrong with a country 
having a strong national identity. The problem comes 
when, as in Britain, that self-image is not always 
positive. The danger then is that attempts to reinforce it 
will be built upon the exclusion of some of its citizens. 

We do need to take the concerns of the public 
seriously in order to address the problems that exist in 
this country. But the current obsessions with asylum 
seekers, Islam and Gypsies are often used as a 
diversion from the truly complex nature of the various 
economic and social issues that are present in Britain. 
When these groups are dehumanised in order to win 
votes, there can be no rational debate. Instead we lose 
sight of the facts as fear develops and takes over. 
As we have seen over the past month in the press, once 
this happens, racism in the headlines becomes 
normalised and acceptable, paving the way for 
political extremists to follow suit. 
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TV audience rejects tougher 
immigration controls 

A CHANNEL 4 television programme showed that the 
public can reject prejudiced views against immigration 
when they are presented with the full facts. 

Immigration on Trial shown on 12 March debated 
whether the government allows too many immigrants 
into the country who put a strain on public services or 
whether they contribute to the economy and enrich 
society. The debate took the form of a trial, with 
Bruce Anderson, a right-wing journalist, arguing for 
the “prosecution” that immigration policy is not tough 
enough and Rosie Boycott, a former newspaper editor, 
putting the case for the defence, supported by David 
Aaronovitch, a columnist. 

Each side could call witnesses in support of their 
views. They included Stelios Haji-Ionnou, the founder 
of Easyjet, who gave evidence of the economic 
benefits of immigration, and Chris Woodhead, the 
former Chief Inspector of Schools, who claimed that 
migrants are a burden on the education system. The 
prosecution also called Rod Liddle, maker of the anti¬ 
immigration programme shown the previous 
Thursday, and Sir Andrew Green of Migrationwatch 
UK who presented statistics that on cross examination 
turned out to be more about racial issues than 
immigration. 

A novelty was that each side could introduce one 
piece of surprise evidence. The prosecution had 
commissioned a survey which found that a majority of 
people from minority ethnic communities want a 
tougher immigration policy. 

The defence to everyone’s surprise presented a clip of 
Nick Griffin, leader of the British National Party, 
spouting his racist views. Did anyone really want to be 
associated with him? 

That they did not was borne out by the result: only 
42% of the studio audience, who came from a variety of 
walks of life, voted that the government was not tough 
enough on immigration, against 58% who acquitted the 
government of the charge. 


You read it here first 

SEARCHLIGHTS REPORT of the British National Party’s 
London election rally in the middle of Essex in late 
January questioned the BNP’s suggestion that Tess 
Culnane from southeast London might be the BNP 
candidate for Old Bexley and Sidcup in the general 
election. 

The reason for our doubts was that she features 
regularly as a speaker for the Spearhead Support 
Group (SSG), the outfit that the former BNP leader 
John Tyndall runs in opposition to the BNP chairman 
Nick Griffin. 

Clearly fed up with being stabbed in the back by 
certain senior BNP officers who at the same time were 
trying to impress the party’s London members that she 
was still on side, she arranged for the SSG bulletin and 
website to publish an open letter in which she 
denounced the BNP’s Tony Lecomber and Colin Smith in 
no uncertain terms as allegedly lying and betraying her 
and stated that she certainly would not stand as a 
candidate for the Griffin faction. 

The BNP stepped up its pre-election activities in 
its London target seat of Barking last month with a 
“day of action”. It was a pretty sorry effort. Despite 
bussing in members from the Midlands and 
elsewhere, the BNP only managed to assemble a 
motley crew some 40 strong, who distributed a self- 
delusional and libellous leaflet by the party’s local 
candidate Richard Barnbrook, some copies of which 
were delivered to the wrong constituency - so much 
for the BNP’s local knowledge. 

What a contrast to Dagenham Together’s day of 
action against the BNP on 12 March when 124 anti¬ 
fascists did a proper political job and put a Searchlight 
election special newspaper into 36,000 homes in the 
Dagenham and Barking constituencies. 

The BNP that day slunk off to Welling on the Kent/ 
London border perhaps to campaign for the reluctant 
Culnane, which may explain why the leaflet did not 
include the name of a local candidate. This grand 
effort produced only 20 activists and some of those 
did not stay the course. 


BNP man jailed for five years 


A BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY member has been 
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment for racist 
attacks on property in Eastbourne in a year-long 
campaign. Terry Collins, 27, a former Territorial Army 
soldier, claimed the BNP had “brainwashed” him into 
committing violent acts against ethnic minority 
families. 

Collins smashed windows of homes and cars, 
hurled fireworks through letter boxes and slashed 
car tyres in the south coast town. His violence even 
forced one family to leave their home. Police caught 
him heaving a lump of concrete through one family’s 
front window. 

Lewes Crown Court heard that Collins had subjected 
three ethnic minority families to a series of racially 
motivated crimes between September 2003 and 


November 2004. Minaxi Patel, 50, whose home, 
husband’s business and car suffered £15,000 of 
damage, said: “He made my family’s lives hell. Every 
night my son wakes up and comes into my room 
because he fears this man is going to kill us.” 

Collins admitted charges of arson, racially 
aggravated harassment and criminal damage. He also 
admitted the possession of bullets found in his home 
and asked for 11 further offences of racially 
aggravated criminal damage to be taken into account. 

Judge Guy Anthony told Collins: “In this country you 
are entitled to hold whatever views you like, however 
repugnant they may be. What you are not entitled to do 
is to turn those views into the sort of actions you did. 
Only a substantial custodial sentence can be passed 
for offences of this nature.” 
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Young, armed and 
dangerous 

IN THE WEEK that a two-year-old child was killed 
by an airgun pellet in Glasgow and pressure grew 
for a total ban or increased restrictions on airguns, 
the Young British National Party announced a 
weekend camp in which children under 16 could 
take part in air rifle competitions. 

The camp was to be held last month in Wiltshire, 
“in the heart of Old Wessex” and run by what the BNP 
described as “qualified adult male and female staff”. 
It promised, and we quote the programme in full: 
Physical activities: Assault course, tug of war etc. 
Competitive skills: Crossbow and air rifle 
competitions. 

Outdoors skills: Field craft, map reading and 
orienteering etc. 

Political skills: Public speaking, political 
organisation etc. 

Technical skills: Radio operation, field catering etc. 

Apart from the dangers of combining far-right 
political indoctrination with weapons training, we 
wonder whether those running the camp, which 
was open to children under 16, obtained the 
Criminal Records Bureau disclosure for people 
working with children. 

Two years ago the Liverpool gunman and 
gangster Joe Owens supplied paint ball guns to an 
Excalibur YBNP camp in the Northwest. Some 
leading lights in the YBNP are on police bail or 
awaiting court appearances. And the BNP's 
election agent for its parliamentary candidate in 
Basildon is Sid Chaney, known for his association 
with Frank Beck, who has been described as 
Britain’s worst paedophile. We hope that Wiltshire 
social services and police child protection team 
took a very close look at this event. 

The police and prison services are seeking 
to exclude BNP members from employment. 
The government would be well advised to extend 
their scrutiny to the armed forces, where the BNP 
appears to be busily recruiting. 


Last again 

THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY is nothing but imaginative in 
the way it tries to turn an election flop into a victory. 

A by-election for two councillors in the Wingate ward of 
Easington District Council in Durham on 11 March saw 
Dave Walton of the BNP as the sole opponent to two 
Labour candidates. Naturally he lost by a substantial 
margin, with a mere 181 votes. After a rather convoluted 
mathematical explanation that must have left 100% of 
BNP members bemused, the BNP’s northeast 
correspondent writing on the party website announced that 
the BNP vote represented a 30% increase on 2003 when 
the party last contested the ward. 

Excitedly he concluded, “The 30% increase in the BNP’s 
share of the vote is proving that only the BNP is capable of 
providing an alternative for the voters of this area of 
Co. Durham”. 


Every month Searchlight magazine exposes 
the far right in Britain and abroad. 
Searchlight is the main source of information 
for anyone who wants to know about fascism 
and organised racism in Britain. 
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Nazi horde invades Dresden 


An on-the-spot report by Graeme Atkinson 
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IN THE BIGGEST show of strength since the Second 
World War, more than 7,000 nazis marched in Dresden 
on 13 February to commemorate the 60th anniversary of 
the bombing of the city by the British and US air forces 
in 1945. 

The nazis were led by Udo Voigt of the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) and 
friend of the BNP leader Nick Griffin, Gerhard Frey of the 
Deutsche Volksunion (DVU) and Franz Schonhuber, 
former leader of the Republikaner party. They came 
overwhelmingly from the five east German federal states 
with only a few western cities, including Munich, 
Nuremberg, Liibeck, Cologne and Stuttgart, represented. 

From the start of the demonstration in a car park close 
to the river Elbe, the nazis presented an image of well- 
organised menace. The march itself marked a 
qualitative step forward for the NPD and was notable for 
the youth of its participants and the high level of 
discipline and self-confidence they displayed. 

Many of the contingents carried professionally 
designed banners, while others marched behind a forest 
of black flags. The whole event bore a stunning and 
shocking resemblance to a parade by the brown-shirted 
SA before 1933. Everything was there except the brown 
shirts and uniforms, although many of the nazis sported 
black jackets and black combat trousers. 

What the march denoted was that, flushed with its 
electoral success in Saxony and bolstered by a monthly 
cash injection of €120,000 (£83,000) from the state of 
Saxony, the NPD is in the first stages of creating a real social 
movement with deep roots, especially among young 
disenchanted and economically disenfranchised males. 


This was not the raucous mob that has characterised 
nazi marches in recent times. On the contrary, their 
self-confidence, even arrogance, exemplifies the 
resonance the nazis have begun to secure in an eastern 
Germany ravaged by the country’s current economic 
and social crisis. 

It is evident that the nazis are able to penetrate those 
layers of young people looking for radical solutions to 
the problems of unemployment and the savage welfare 
cuts made by Gerhard Schroder’s red-green coalition 
government. In the absence of any militant intervention 
from the trade unions, whose leaders are much too busy 
clinging onto Schroder’s Social Democrats, or from the 
left, it is the nazis who are beginning to be seen as 
offering a challenge to the system. 

The supposedly “militant” anti-fascist movement in 
Dresden proved on 13 February that it was in deep 
political trouble. They chose for the most part to gather 
well away from the nazis at the one building that they 
knew for certain the nazis would never be allowed to 
approach: the synagogue. 

This was a monumental act of political cowardice, 
committed by a faction, the so-called “Anti-Germans”, who 
pride themselves on waving Israeli, British and US flags 
provocatively at anti-fascist and anti-war demonstrations. 
On the day they had new toys to play with, namely Royal 
Air Force flags which, one supposes, was their way of telling 
the city’s population that the bombing raids of 13 February 
1945 had been good for them. 

Large numbers of Dresden’s citizens wanted to 
commemorate the 20,000 deaths of 1945 with quiet 
dignity and wearing the white rose emblem of anti- 


Scenes from 
the nazi 
protest 
against the 
1945 Allied 
bombing of 
Dresden 
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Hitler resistance that would enable them at the same 
time to show their rejection of the fascists marching 
through their city. Regrettably this was an illusion from 
the start, but it is unlikely that these citizens will ever 
respect the “Anti-Germans” who have been allowed to 
hijack the activist anti-fascist movement in Dresden and 
many other cities. 

The measure of the generalised crisis of the 
democratic forces in Dresden, and in eastern Germany 
as a whole, was highlighted by the 10,000-strong march 
organised by the DGB trade union federation and the 
mainstream parties in the city as an expression of so- 
called “civil society”. In contrast to the nazis, this march 
- a full four hours after the nazi march which had by 
then set the day’s political agenda - was an awful display 
of low morale with dejected citizens of all age groups 
shuffling miserably to the Altmarkt (Old Market Square). 
No fighting spirit was evident and even placards and 
banners were few. 

In the Altmarkt after the march an estimated 50,000 
people later lit candles which, viewed from above, 
spelled out brightly, “This city has had enough of nazis”. 
The only problem was that the citizens of Dresden are 
on the ground, and walking away from the elephant that 
is now squatting in their living room amounts to a 
capitulation in advance. 

Had there been real leadership by an open broad 
alliance like the Round Table in Kiel, which anti¬ 
fascists there have fought hard to establish for over a 
decade, the nazis could have been subjected to an 
embarrassing defeat. 


Why? The nazi march route crossed one of the narrowest 
bridges over the Elbe. All that was needed was for the DGB, 
the mayor or the leaders of “civil society” to time their 
demonstration appropriately and lead it to block the 
bridge. The police would hardly have thrown the mayor or 
trade union leaders into the Elbe and would probably have 
been pleased to tell the nazis their march was “off”. 

The will to lead or take such action was lacking. 
Some might say, “It couldn’t be done”. Yet it was done in 
Kiel at the end of January, when 350 humiliated nazis 
were escorted to the railway station and told to leave 
the city after 10,000 Kiel citizens, led by the Round 
Table, blocked the streets on the nazi march route. 
Faced by intelligent and resourceful leadership and 
determined mass action, there was little the police 
with their riot gear, their water cannons 
and batons could do. 

Fifty thousand people in Dresden could 
have achieved the same result and gained 
a great victory. Instead, they won the 
numbers game but handed a political 
triumph to the nazi horde. 


Nazi banner 
claims 

Dresden was 
“the German 
Hiroshima” 


Searchlight April 2005 23 







Nazis admit 
anti-Jewish plot 

From Graeme Atkinson in Berlin 

TWO NAZIS ACCUSED of plotting to bomb a Jewish 
community centre in Munich have confessed to hiding 
explosives and preparing to use them against leading 
politicians and Jewish leaders. 

David Schultz and Alexander Maetzing are part of a 
group of nine nazis, aged from 19 to 38, also charged with 
membership of Kameradschaft Slid, a nazi terrorist group 
led by Martin Wiese. They face jail terms of up to 15 years 
if convicted. 

The group is alleged to have planned to blow up the 
community centre during an inauguration ceremony in 
November 2003 attended by Paul Spiegel, head of the 
Central Council of Jews, and Edmund Stoiber, the Bavarian 
Prime Minister. One of the group’s women members 
allegedly offered to carry out the attack as a suicide bomber. 

Schultz and Maetzing admitted the charges in 
statements read out by their lawyers during a trial that 
opened in autumn 2004. Maetzing told the court: “All of 
us accepted that the materials would be used. I was 
prepared to use violence.” 

Wiese and his other comrades-in-crime are soldiering 
on with their denials of all the evidence against them. 
The confessions, however, must undermine their case that 
a police infiltrator into Kameradschaft Slid acted as an 
agent provocateur. On hearing the admissions by Schultz 
and Maetzing, Wiese went berserk, causing the suspension 
of proceedings for an hour until he calmed down. 

Nationwide armed police swoops using tip-offs 
provided by the police spy in late 2003 resulted in the 


seizure of 14kg of explosives, including 1.7kg of TNT, from 
a flat belonging to one of the defendants, as well as hand 
grenades, pistols and a hit-list of targets who included 
journalists, politicians and political opponents. 

Meanwhile, on 9 March the Berlin authorities banned 
two so-called Kameradschaften and a nazi women’s group 
for glorifying Nazi leaders such as Hitler’s deputy, Rudolf 
Hess, for idolising Horst Wessel, the Nazi thug killed in 
1930 who wrote a poem that became a Nazi hymn, and for 
threatening political opponents with violence. 

A statement by Ehrhart Korting, Berlin’s Interior 
Minister, said that the ban on the Berliner Alternative Siid- 
Ost, the Kameradschaft Tor Berlin and the Madelgruppe, a 
women’s group linked to Kameradschaft Tor, followed the 
police discovery of nazi propaganda leaflets and T-shirts in 
raids on ten homes in and around Berlin. He said the 
groups were anti-constitutional and antisemitic and drew 
their inspiration from national socialism, the ideology of 
Adolf Hitler’s regime. The three groups have all marched 
under banners calling for “national socialism” and the 
creation of “national liberated zones” from which 
foreigners would be violently excluded. 

Two days after the bans were announced, the German 
parliament, the Bundestag, agreed on new laws to keep 
nazi demonstrations away from historic sites and sites 
dedicated to the victims of Nazism. Gatherings that 
glorify or play down Nazi violence and dictatorship will 
also be banned as part of plans by the main parties to 
broaden the definition of criminal incitement. 

These moves stem from nazi election successes in 
Saxony and mounting fears that the nazis will organise 
embarrassing demonstrations during the sixtieth 
anniversary commemorations of the liberation from 
fascism in May 1945. The Interior Ministry was spurred 
into action by plans by the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands to march past the new national Holocaust 
memorial in central Berlin and through the Brandenburg 
Gate on 8 May. 

The Holocaust memorial will now be protected but 
Otto Schily, the federal Interior Minister, has called for a 
mass gathering to block the path of the nazis around the 
Brandenburg Gate. “Laws on demonstrations,” he said, 
“are one thing, civil courage is another ... I think it is 
important the democratic public gathers here on 8 May 
so that neo-nazis do not have any room to move.” 
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Back to 
the future? 

By Martin Theriault 

THE RECENT DEPORTATION of the self-described 
“guru of the right”, Ernst Zundel to his native Germany 
has sent shock waves across Canadian racist circles. 
After more than 40 years of organising in Canada, 
this “racist hypocrite” as judge Blais described him, is 
finally facing prosecution in Germany. His return to the 
“Fatherland” has come in different circumstances 
than he might have hoped. 

Zundel’s departure comes against a background of 
a series of court appearances by neo-nazis and a 
massive campaign against same-sex marriage funded 
by US-based groups such as Focus on the Family and 
even the Knights of Columbus. 

Heir to the throne 

Paul Fromm, who recently turned 56, is now assuming 
the leadership of the movement. This represents a 
return to his glory days of the mid-1970s when he 
organised against the presence of Vietnamese 
refugees in Canada and tried to network with the 
various components of the far right. While others were 
openly white supremacist, Fromm cooked up a scheme 
of organisations defending “freedom of speech” or 
“immigration reform”. 

In the mid-1990s he lost his job as a teacher of 
English as a second language near Toronto for 
associating with neo-nazis during Hitler’s birthday 
celebrations and a Martyr’s Day rally in Toronto in 1990 
to commemorate the US nazi terrorist Robert Matthews 
who died in a shootout with the FBI in 1984. He had also 
famously shouted “scalp ’em” at members of Canada’s 
Aboriginal communities during a public meeting of the 
Toronto Mayor’s Committee on Race Relations. 

Fromm has travelled widely since then, making 
contacts and speeches in Russia, Italy and Britain to 
build up his network. He was recently put in charge of 
David Duke’s network revival in the United States and 
Canada. Fromm used this “official endorsement” from 
the former Ku Klux Klan leader to assert his authority 
on the network of white supremacists and neo-nazis in 
Canada, or white nationalists, as they call themselves. 

In the past few months, Fromm has organised 
meetings in most major cities in Canada in an attempt 
to build the network. In early January, the network 
launched a nationwide distribution campaign 
denouncing immigration to Canada. Although it met 
with limited success the campaign marked a renewed 
effort to coordinate the movement. 

Fromm still faces disciplinary proceedings by the 
Ontario College of Teachers as a result of which he 
could lose his teaching licence. 


Courts jammed 

Most of the main activists of the white supremacist 
movement in Canada currently face the courts. 
In January Glenn Bahr, leader of the now defunct 
Western Canada for US movement, was charged with 
hate propaganda under the Canadian Criminal Code. 
During the same month Jason Ouwendyk, leader of the 
Northern Alliance, faced defamation charges for 
comments and postings on the group’s website 
against a human rights lawyer. Ouwendyk showed up in 
a small claims court with an assortment of his buddies 
to seek bankruptcy protection. The judge stayed the 
charges pending the outcome of the bankruptcy 
proceedings. 

In February, members of the Canadian Ethnic 
Cleansing Team and Tri-City Skins appeared in a 
Federal Court. Alexan Kulbashian, James Scott 
Richardson, the Tri-City skins and also the internet 
server Affordable Space.com face charges of violating 
the Canadian Human Rights Act by exposing 
identifiable groups to contempt and hatred through 
internet messages. This is the first time the Human 
Rights Commission is pursuing an internet server and 
its owner, rather than only the websites. 

In coming weeks, Melissa Guide, self-proclaimed 
leader of the Canadian Heritage Alliance (CHA), 
will face a similar Federal Court appointment. 
Her organisation’s website proclaimed that “we must 
solve the most urgent of all problems, and that is, of 
course, the Jewish Problem. There are only two 
alternatives; we must expel them or we must 
massacre them”. It also accused Muslims in Britain of 
engaging in cannibalism! 

In a resounding 9-0 ruling, the Supreme Court of 
Canada ordered a new trial for six neo-nazis who were 
charged after a demonstration against the presence 
of Roma refugees in Toronto in 1997. Two lower courts 
had acquitted the boneheads of wilfully promoting 
hatred against the Roma, on the grounds that most of 
the signs and slogans at the demonstration were 
racist and hateful epithets against Gypsies, a term 
that is not synonymous with Roma. The Supreme Court 
said the lower courts had erred in law in focusing on 
this semantic technicality. 

Western separatists back from grave 

The maverick lawyer Doug Christie is once again trying 
to form a Western Canada separatist movement. 
Now that he is no longer representing Zundel, and his 
defence of the Nazi war criminal known as the Beast 
of Bolzano is coming to an end, Christie is moving to 
organise the Western Block Party. Meetings have 
taken place in Alberta and he has just staged a public 
gathering with a network of tax resisters and even 
some quite open antisemites in British Columbia to 
relaunch his political dream. 

In the 1980s, the similar Western Independence 
Movement collapsed after some of its star candidates 
were exposed as key players in the Aryan Nations or 
convicted antisemites. 

So while Fromm goes back on the pilgrim road to 
network the movement, Christie is trying to resurrect 
a political movement that could unite a wide range of 
fringe outfits behind the bizarre programme of western 
separation from the rest of Canada. The recent 
setbacks and court cases have put this movement on 
the defensive but the renewed attempts to network on 
a national basis are significant in the development of 
the new far-right scene in Canada. 
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Diagnosis: xenophobia 



From Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


“Society is sick with xenophobia. Like a cancer it is 
spreading through the country.” So said Alla Gerber, 
head of the Holocaust Fund, after the massive scandal 
surrounding the delivery of an antisemitic statement, 
signed by 19 MPs, to Russia’s chief public prosecutor in 
January (see Searchlight March 2005). She added that 
surveys have shown that 28% of adult Russians want to 
“bring back” special settlements for Jews and 48% are in 
favour of curbing the rights of national minorities. 

Alexander Brod, head of the Moscow Human Rights 
Bureau, also believes that almost two-thirds of the 
Russian population agrees with the often repeated 
nationalist slogan “Russia is for the Russians and all 
misfortunes stem from foreigners”. 

A television question-and-answer programme in early 
February featured the notorious antisemite Albert 
Makashov, one of the signatories of the statement. 
Without any shame, Makashov again confirmed his 
stupidity and ignorance to the whole country but the 
results of viewer surveys about the programme were 
shocking. Audiences in Moscow and Siberia gave 
Makashov high ratings. 

As a result of the Makashov controversy, a discussion 
erupted in the mass media about the legality of giving a 
public platform to people who abuse the privilege to 
make ultra-nationalist propaganda. The democratic 
journalists and human rights activists who initiated the 
discussion suggested censoring the ultra-nationalists 
but regrettably did not analyse any concrete cases 
of antisemitism or examine the practical difficulties of 
using the law to counter nationalists and antisemites. 

The programme’s producer, Vladimir Solovjev, 
explained that he believed “it was especially important 
to show that the level of xenophobia in Russia is 
dangerously high and almost catastrophic”, although he 
“does not believe that the authorities are nationalistic or 
antisemitic”. 

Solovjev claimed that his programme had provided a 
barometric reading of the climate of xenophobia in 
Russian society, like an earlier programme when viewers 
supported Yuri Boudanov, a former colonel who was 
accused of raping and killing a Chechen girl. 

At the same time that the discussion about the 
Makashov programme was raging, the Social Opinion 


foundation conducted a more sophisticated survey on 
“attitudes to Jews and antisemites in Russia” involving 
1,500 interviews in 100 settlements in 44 regions of 
Russia and 600 interviews in Moscow. 

The survey found that 67% of respondents had never 
heard of the antisemitic statement sent to the chief 
prosecutor in January. The sociologists concluded from 
their research that only 13-15% of Russian citizens share 
antisemitic ideas and only 6-8% are ready to defend 
their views with argument. In St Petersburg, 51% of 
those questioned blamed the authors of the antisemitic 
statement and most people still condemned those who 
kill migrants and foreigners from the East. 

Another survey questioned school leavers in 
Krasnojarsk in Southern Siberia in mid January. It found 
that half of those who identified themselves as Russian 
had negative attitudes towards other nationalities, 
mainly those from the Caucasus and Middle Asia, but 
were not notably antisemitic or anti-Gypsy. 

The results of social research vary in the different 
regions of Russia but generally indicate that a “phobia” 
exists against Jews, Gypsies, Caucasians, Asians from 
the former Soviet republics and people from China, 
Vietnam, Sri Lanka and Africa. Research also suggests 
that there has been no significant change since 
Soviet times. 

The highest single percentage of xenophobes, 
interestingly, appears among the police. The view 
that there are many criminals among immigrants may 
be a myth created by the police but schoolchildren, 
students and even voters for democratic parties 
unfortunately now share it. 

That levels of xenophobia rise in periods of economic 
instability, social inequality or defeats in war is nothing 
new. These factors frequently lead to a search for 
scapegoats and some democrats and human rights 
activists in Russia even like - wrongly - to compare the 
country with “early Nazi Germany”. This trend has been 
accentuated since the horrific Beslan school siege in 
August last year, in which 330 schoolchildren, teachers 
and others died at the hands of terrorist gunmen and 
bombers. This has led so-called experts, journalists 
and human rights activists to make xenophobia their 
most popular topic of discussion. 
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There is no doubt that the increased activity, 
mounting brutality and harassment of Muslims by 
radical Russian nationalists and skinheads were 
provoked by the siege but this does not fully explain 
manifestations of antisemitism and the killing of 
students from China, Vietnam and other countries. 

If in Moscow the most typical form of xenophobia is 
“caucasophobia” or “chechenophobia”, the Chechen 
Republic nevertheless manifests many of the same 
phobias as Russia. “Migrants from Asia, Gypsies, are 
filling our republic,” wrote the newspaper Stolitsa Plus 
in Grozny recently, adding, “They are everywhere - bus 
stops, markets, at the mosque door. How do these 
people manage to cross the border? They bring drugs 
and diseases. Recently, they even began involving 
homeless kids in their black market.” 

Articles of this type now often feature in the 
mainstream press, not only in radical nationalist or 
chauvinist papers. The mass media are methodically 
painting a picture of migration as the main danger to 
Russia’s security. Journalists even compensate for the 
abysmal lack of official statistics by inventing their own 
estimates of the number of migrants living in Moscow or 
speculating about the number of “terrorists” among the 
Chechen diaspora in Moscow and St Petersburg. 

Journalists writing about immigration in Russia 
also consciously - or unconsciously - make wild 
generalisations about ethnic differentiation in business 
and trade. Thus “the food markets in Moscow and the 
Moscow region are in the hands of the Azerbaijanis’, 
the Armenians’ run the petrol stations and auto 
servicing sector, the ‘Moldavians’ build cottages in the 
Moscow region, the ‘Georgians’ have done well in 
the restaurant business and the ‘Vietnamese’ sell cheap 
clothing,” Izvestia reported. 

Articles like this lead readers to link immigrants 
with the black market and dodgy business practices and 
to conclude that all immigrants are criminals. In this 
way, the mass media help to make the kitchen and bar 
room “case” against immigrants and to stoke up the fires 
of xenophobia. 

Hate speech was previously relatively rare in the 
mainstream press but since September 2004 articles 
against ethnic minorities in Russia have become the 
norm. The leader of the pack in this is Komsomolskaya 
Pravda, Russia’s largest circulation paper. 

Politicians too are adopting nationalist rhetoric. 
For example, Irina Roukina, the head of the Economic 
Policy Commission, has accused immigrants them¬ 
selves of causing increasing xenophobia in Russia. 
Similarly, the Governor of the Krasnodar region in 
the south of Russia, Alexander Tkachev, proposed the 
creation of “camps” for migrants and even began to put 
his plan into effect, while Sergei Krivnjuk, a member of 
Jaroslavl City Council, has pronounced himself ready to 
lead pogroms against Gypsies. 

Real resistance to xenophobia is still almost 
exclusively left to non-governmental organisations. 
Many human rights activists now believe that much of 
the xenophobia in Russia results from state policy and 
clearly demonstrates the inability of the authorities to 
deal with social problems because of their corruption 
and lack of professionalism. 

The authorities generally deny even the existence of 
xenophobia in Russia and laughably accuse human 
rights activists and liberals of destabilising society and 
working in the service of the West. President Vladimir 
Putin’s answer to the very problems whose existence the 
authorities deny is to centralise power. 


FRANCE 

A real threat to the 
right or just hot air? 

From Esbe for Reflexes 
and Antifa-Net in Paris 

FRENCH INTERIOR MINISTER Dominique de Villepin has 
told Parliament that he will ask his right-wing government 
colleagues to support a crackdown on hardcore nazi groups. 

“These movements”, he said, “must be dissolved, and I will 
propose this to the cabinet”. Any such moves would be made 
under a 1936 law that authorises the banning of associations 
regarded as a threat to public order and democracy. According 
to official estimates, around 3,000 people belong to nazi 
groups across France and were responsible for 65 violent 
incidents in 2004, compared with just 27 in 2003. 

De Villepin was replying to a question from Emile Blessig, 
a conservative MP for the Bas-Rhin, about the resurgence of 
racist attacks in his region. He promised to take all necessary 
measures to halt the activities of extreme right-wing groups 
including banning them from holding public meetings and 
hiring rooms, and curtailing their use of the internet. 

The threat to dissolve nazi groups merits some comment 
because the French internal secret services’ political 
understanding of the far right is fuzzy to say the least, 
judging from recent press articles using their assessments. 

Even if the police were able to identify and locate all the 
groups of the nebulous radical nationalist right, any 
“dissolution” would only have a real effect on groups 
officially registered at prefectures, leaving the bands of 
boneheads and other more informal structures in peace to 
get on with their violence. 

As for “official” organisations, such as the Bloc Identitaire 
and its youth group, Jeunesses Identitaires, if a ban has the 
same effect as did the outlawing of Unite Radicale (UR) the 
day after Maxime Brunerie’s attack on Jacques Chirac in 
July 2002, then one can only fear the worst. The former UR 
has profited from the ban, and the resultant notoriety, by 
nearly quadrupling its number of activists and restructuring 
itself from top to bottom. 

Only time will tell whether de Villepin's grand 
pronouncements will become reality or turn out to be hot air 
and bluster. For the moment, however, the state seems 
more intent on coming down heavily on anti-fascists who 
actively oppose fachos of all stripes. 

On 10 March, the verdict was returned in the case of the 
“Vincennes 4” anti-fascists who physically intervened to stop 
the distribution of homophobic leaflets by Bloc Identitaire 
fascists. The four were given suspended jail sentences 
of four months and fined a total of €4,200 (£2,800). 

Next October will see the start of a trial in Paris of three other 
anti-fascists charged with violence against the police while 
protesting at an anti-abortion demonstration. 


Searchlight readers who want to know more about these 
cases can contact the anti-fascist support campaign, 
Solidarity Antifa Resistance, at http://solidarite.samizdat.net. 
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Game over for the Front National? 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/CAF-Resistances in Brussels 


The end may be in sight for the Belgian Front National, 
the leading far-right party in French-speaking Belgium. 
A dissident group has recently quit the party to join the 
newly formed Force Nationale. 

The defections leave the prospects for the Front rather 
grim, especially as Daniel Feret, its dictatorial president, is 
also facing a conviction for racism that might land him in jail 
for a year. 

The driving force behind the latest split is Paul Arku 
from Brussels. Arku started his political career in the 
Flemish far-right Vlaams Belang but left to join the Front 
National just in time for the regional elections of June 
2004, when he was elected as an MP for the Brussels 
region. The incompatibility between the republican and 
hyper-separatist views of the VB and the monarchist- 
unionist programme of the FN was apparently not a 
major problem for him. 

Soon after his election super-ambitious Arku started a 
“secret” campaign against Feret, following a well trodden 
path in the Front National. As with many others before him, 
Arku’s anti-Feret tantrum led predictably to his exclusion 
from the party for “disloyal behaviour”. 

Arku however did not walk out on his own. Soon after his 
expulsion, he was followed by an impressive group of 
“supporters” including the FN senator Francis Detraux, 
Charles Pire, an MP from Eupen in the province of Liege, and 
various other key party personalities. Far-right individuals 


with a name and reputation outside the FN such as Joseph 
Franz and Juan Lemmens have also joined Arku’s party. 

In its recently published statutes, the new party sets out 
its claim to respectability: “the FN defends democratic 
values in Belgium” and “rejects xenophobia, discrimination 
and racism of all sorts”. 

The Front National and the wider French-speaking far-right 
in Belgium has an impressive tradition of internal dissidence 
and warfare. Indeed, since its foundation in 1985 the Front 
National has dealt with no fewer than 33 faction fights. 

The most serious occurred early 1996 when the party split 
into two rival groups. One was led by Feret and the other by 
Marguerite Bastien, a former magistrate. Both factions 
fought viciously for the use of the party’s name and the FN 
acronym but it was Feret’s mob that won in the courts. 

Bastien eventually baptised her new party Front Nouveau 
de Belgique (The New Front of Belgium). It had the same 
xenophobic and nationalist outlook as its “mother party” and 
exactly the same problems, which quickly doomed it to life 
on the political margins. 

The latest conflict coming on top of the Front National’s 
other problems and legal threats has put the future of the 20- 
year-old extremist party at stake and it is unclear whether it will 
survive. However Feret has proven more than once that he is 
a political survivor. The FN’s spectacular rebirth in 2003, 
when, despite itself, it made a comeback in both the federal 
parliament and senate, is the ultimate proof of this fact. 


CHILE 

Former Nazi and cult 
leader questioned 

THE FORMER NAZI and cult leader Paul Schaefer has 
been questioned by a judge in Chile over the 
disappearance of a left-wing activist in 1974. 

As Searchlight went to press the convicted 
paedophile was being held in jail, awaiting a 
decision over whether formal charges will be 
brought against him. 

Another judge is set to question Schaefer over the 
sexual abuse of 26 children. 

Schaefer, 83, was deported from Argentina last 


month. He entered the closed court in a wheelchair 
under police escort. A crowd shouted insults at him 
as he was taken away from the interview room under 
high security. 

The German citizen was questioned for three hours 
over the disappearance of Alvaro Vallejos in 1974. 

There are allegations of close links between 
Schaefer and former leaders of Chile’s fascist 
government of General Augusto Pinochet. 

Chile’s most wanted fugitive, Schaefer was a 
corporal in the German army during the Second 
World War before setting up a home for war orphans. 

Fleeing accusations of child abuse in Germany, he 
relocated with his followers to Chile in 1961, where 
he founded Colonia Dignidad (Dignity Colony) 200 
miles south of the capital Santiago. The colony, 
which sustained itself by farming and forestry, lived 
behind electric fences patrolled by armed guards 
and dogs. Most members had little contact with the 
outside world and did not speak Spanish. 

But allegations of torture and child abuse were 
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Anti-immigrant police brutality grows 

From Anna Stai for Anti-Nazi Initiative in Athens 


HEAVY-HANDED anti-immigrant police tactics have 
escalated dramatically in Greece in recent years to a 
point where incidents of police brutality, mainly against 
immigrants but also against minorities and other 
vulnerable groups, are recorded every day 
The police’s power to practise such intimidation is 
partly attributable to the scandalously disadvantaged 
social situation to which immigrants are subject. 
The vast majority of migrants in Greece, now estimated 
at over two million people, have very few civil rights. 
Only those who have become Greek citizens have the 
right to vote but acquiring citizenship is far from easy. 

To qualify for citizenship, one has to live in Greece for ten 
years continuously and have “blood relations” with Greek 
people. In other words an immigrant is obliged to marry a 
Greek. Immigrants can also obtain the right to permanent 

1 residence after staying in the country for ten years. 

Until that point immigrants are forced to live in a limbo 
of constant police checks and permits that have to be 
renewed frequendy. They cannot organise politically and 
fight for basic rights because they fear that if they are 

( unpleasant to the authorities their residence permits will 
not be renewed and they will be expelled. 

This fact alone explains why immigrants do not 
participate greatly in the trade unions although they 
have the right to join. As a result, immigrant workers 
often fall prey to employers who exploit them 


rife- In 1966 an 18-year-old boy fled saying 
Schaefer had sexually assaulted him. 
The authorities closed the case a year later, 
however, saying there was insufficient evidence 
to prosecute. 

Police raided the commune in 1997 but could 
not find Schaefer. It now appears that he escaped 
across the border and set up a new life in 
Argentina. He was discovered last month near 
Buenos Aires with five of his closest followers, 
including two of his adopted children. 

A Chilean judge late last year convicted and 
sentenced him in absentia for sexually abusing 
26 minors following allegations from victims. 

He is also wanted for questioning in Germany 
on suspicion of the abuse and corruption of 
minors, and is under investigation in France. 

In addition, Schaefer is wanted for questioning 
about the disappearance in 1985 of Boris 
Weisfeiler, an American-Jewish mathematics 
professor. 


mercilessly. Likewise, the authorities target immigrants 
more easily because they tend to live in conditions of 
ghettoised social isolation. 

A recent incident graphically illustrates the 
immigrants’ plight. Late last year, police broke into an 
Afghan immigrant’s Athens apartment and beat up the 
tenants on the pretext of searching for an escaped 
Afghan prisoner. After invading their home, the police 
hauled the tenants to a police station in Agios 
Panteleimon where two officers, one a sergeant, 
tortured them by beating their feet with guns and clubs 
and performing mock executions. One of the Afghans 
later revealed that the policemen poked a club in his 
mouth, opened his legs and took degrading pictures of 
him in several positions. 

Despite the gravity of the allegations against the 
police, it took over a month for the state prosecutor to 
start proceedings against the two policemen - and then 
it was only after angry protests by immigrants and non¬ 
governmental organisations (NGOs). 

According to the NGOs, eight other policemen were 
involved in the torture but their colleagues covered up 
for them and they were never investigated. 

In addition to such characteristic incidents of police 
brutality, special police units of the police systematically 
carry out operations to expedite the expulsion of 
immigrants, many of whom are routinely humiliated, 
beaten up and even tortured. 

Immigrants in Greece are considered “third class” 
citizens. International and European human rights 
organisations have repeatedly denounced the fact that 
the Greek police can seemingly behave brutally with 
impunity, yet nothing has changed. 

The reason for this is that public opinion remains 
blithely indifferent to racist incidents involving the police 
and exercises no pressure on the governmental authorities. 
This is happening because of a growing tendency towards 
illiberal conservatism in Greek society that leaves political 
and constitutional institutions untroubled. 

An indication of the real state of affairs was the 
pogrom on 4 September last year against Albanian 
immigrants celebrating their national football’s team 
victory over Greece. The police opened the way for the 
Greek racists by breaking up gatherings of joyous 
Albanians. By the end of the evening, 300 immigrants 
had been injured and one killed in attacks by bullies that 
occurred all over the country. 

Only the killer was arrested. Those who assaulted and 
injured immigrants were allowed to go unmolested. 
In short, xenophobia had a field day with the full blessing 
of the authorities. None of this bodes well for the future. 
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NA blazes anti-Jewish trail 


National 
Alliance 
chairman 
Jan Teijn (left) 
demonstrates 
for Tibetan 
independence 
in December. 
His banner 
calls for Tibet 
for the 
Tibetans, 
Kurdistan for 
the Kurds, 
Holland for 
the Dutch 



From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


WORLDWIDE COMMEMORATIONS of the liberation of 
the Auschwitz extermination camp took place on 27 
January. Only two days later, the Dutch fascist National 
Alliance organised an antisemitic “educational day" on 
“the struggle against Zionism" with prominent members 
of the hardcore nazi Blood and Honour Vlaanderen 
(B&HV) on the list of speakers. 

By choosing the day before the anniversary of the 
handover of power to Hitler in 1933, the NA was 
mimicking the nazi Dutch People’s Union (NVU), which 
always commemorates “important" dates culled from 
the history of Hitler’s Third Reich. The NA is, however, 
not on friendly terms with the NVU with which it 
competes for membership. 

The NA, which was founded only 15 months ago, is no 
less extreme than the NVU. It calls on white Dutch 
people to increase their birth rate and demands a halt to 
the building of mosques and the closure of the country’s 
borders to all migrants and refugees. 

The NA also hates Jews. According to the NA secretary, 
Virginia Kapic, “Jews don’t belong in Europe and they 
can only live here because ‘we’, the whites, allow them to 
exist." Kapic is also outraged that “Jews bother us every 
year with their Holocaust myth". 

The NA, it seems, is planning to take part in elections 
and is trying to impress the electorate by adopting 
strong and demagogic positions of support for the 
elderly, “more democracy" and animal welfare. 

To show exactly what the NA really is, on 29 January 


Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) distributed hundreds of leaflets 
in the neighbourhoods of three leading NA members, 
Jan Teijn, the party chairman, and Gerard de Wit and 
Olivier Oomen, two leading activists. AFA described the 
NA as “without exception, a bunch of racists who are 
striving for ‘a race war’ in the Netherlands". 

On Teijn, who held a seat on the Rotterdam city council 
and was secretary of the fascist CP ’86 until it was banned 
in 1998, AFA noted that in 1997 he took part in a 
demonstration “in honour of the Waffen SS" in Antwerp. 

Oomen has also trodden a well worn extremist path. 
He led the fascist gang Stormfront Nederland, whose 
favourite pastimes included violence, taunting Jews, 
bawling “Sieg Heil" and spray painting swastikas. 
Oomen was convicted in 1999 for daubing a Jewish 
cemetery with swastikas and the words “Six million 
too few". Stormfront more or less evaporated in 2003 
as a result of misuse of drugs and alcohol, internal 
warfare, arrests and, last but not least, opposition from 
anti-fascists. 

The main speeches at the NA’s day school on 
29 January were delivered by members of the Combat 18- 
orientated B&HV, part of the international Blood and 
Honour network, which tries to lure youngsters into 
violent nazism through its publications and music. 
The Flemish branch publishes a magazine that writes 
tastefully “racism without hatred to Jews is the same as 
schminking up [putting on make-up and jewellery] an 
Aids patient. It looks nice but solves nothing". 
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discussions in recent months, encouraged by Kapic. 
Before the day school she wrote in the party’s internet 
forum that the “West is nothing more than an immoral 
capitalist rampart of the Jews. The Jew accomplishes 
everything with the aid of his money and with the 
ownership of the media. Nowadays the media are 
completely in the hands of the Jews.” 

The Jews, she claims, “are aiming for absolute power” 
and “underestimated the Arabs” when they “let them 
enter the Western world”. Kapic is terrified that “in the 
end we will be ruled by Arabs with their strange dress 
and unwashed beards” and adds, “The figure of six 
million Jews murdered by the Nazis was made up by 
Zionists who lie and cheat all the time”. 

This loony’s rantings go on to suggest that “the Jews 
are to blame for mass murder” because they supported 
and financed the Second World War. She says that “the 
communists murdered a hundred million people in 
the last century” as “marionettes of Zionism”. Kapic, 
always ends her psychotic “contributions” on the NA’s 
internet forum with a quote from Hitler. 

In recent months the NA has threatened legal action 
against anybody who called it nazi or fascist. Now, after 
Kapic’s ravings on the web and its “educational” 
endeavours on 29 January, this is no longer possible 
because the NA has helpfully exposed itself. Its stridently 
nazi statements doom the NA to the same political 
marginality as its sworn rivals in the NVU. If anything, it is 
the NA that should worry about legal action now because, 
if it continues on its current course, a discussion on 
banning the organisation looks imminent. 


According to B&H, “the Jew is responsible for the 
outbreak of diseases” and they claim that “Hitler is 
the person in world history who did the most for the 
white race, because of his firm management of the 
Jews”. That Hitler “didn’t finish his job was not his fault,” 
B&H believes, because “the NSDAP was full of softies”. 

Thirty members of B&HV attended the annual 
memorial march for Rudolf Hess, Hitler’s deputy, in 
Wunsiedel, Germany, last August. They have also 
organised Hitler birthday celebrations on four occasions 
and held a meeting with the notorious German fascist 
lawyer Horst Mahler a year ago. B&HV has also had 
meetings at which the Holocaust was denied and 
antisemitic films were shown. 

Dozens of fascist activists attended the day school. 
Niek Ross, chairman of the Dietsland Jeugd, the NA’s 
youth branch, was delirious about the speeches, 
claiming “they showed a special gift for inspiring people 
and clinching their participation in the greatest battle 
that Europe has ever known,” a reference to the 
extermination of the Jews. 

Ross pronounced himself satisfied with the turnout 
because, he declared, “If we want to win this battle, we 
first have to know who our enemies are. If a tree is ill you 
must not cut one branch but remove the whole tree, 
roots and all, from the sound soil.” 

The NA is made up of a mixture of so-called 
volksnationalisten (people’s nationalists) who want a 
white Europe and national socialists who want to make 
the Netherlands Judenfrei - free of Jews. The latter 
faction has been the most prominent in internal 


Armed nazi handed 
second prison term 

By Tor Bach for Monitor and Antifa-Net in Oslo 

A LONG-TIME NAZI thug can look forward to spending a large chunk 
of the next seven years behind the walls of His Norwegian Majesty’s 
prisons. Daniel de Linde received a sentence of three years and 
three months for armed robbery just five weeks after being given a 
four-year sentence for another armed robbery. He will also suffer 
the confiscation of illegal ammunition that was found in his home, 
his cell phone, a balaclava helmet and the silencer of his gun. 

De Linde’s latest robbery was committed on 30 August last 
year when he and his two accomplices, Lars Harnes and Petter 
Tharaldsen, tried to abscond with 2.7 million kroner (£230,000). 
They were caught after police fired warning shots at them. 

Luckily for de Linde, he will not be alone in prison. Several other 
nazis are also serving long prison terms, including his brother-in- 
law, Terje Sjplie, who is doing time for robbery. 

Outside the prisons, the seemingly ever-decreasing numbers of 
nazis continue to try out new and interesting ways to make fools 
of themselves. In February, Aleksander Kristoffersen, who recently 
served eight months for a violent offence, applied to participate in 
the annual SKUP conference, a seminar arranged by the 
Foundation for a Critical and Investigative Press. He claimed he 
was a journalist representing the nazi rag Nasjonal Motsand 
(National Resistance). 


Not surprisingly, the SKUP’s board denied him access to the 
conference, citing security reasons. Oblivious and hostile to what a 
free press means Kristoffersen and his nazi pals contacted a lawyer 
and unsuccessfully tried to bully their way into the conference. 

While Kristoffersen failed in his efforts to pose as an investigative 
journalist, other right-wing cranks seem to have so much to reveal 
that a Pulitzer Prize could be within reach. Abel Struksnes, who 
belongs to the fringes of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, has 
apparently discovered that the European Union is actually an 
“Illuminati Order” plot to install a world dictatorship. 

According to Struksnes, the Illuminati act on behalf of the 
Roman Catholic Church, where the Pope is the Antichrist. 
Struksnes also demonstrates his historical expertise with stunning 
revelations that not only were the French and Russian revolutions 
initiated by the Illuminati acting on the Pope’s behalf, but Karl 
Marx, commonly believed to have died in 1883, actually led the 
1917 revolution in Russia! 

Not only the Illuminati but a galaxy of other organisations, 
among them the Freemasons, trade unions, Nato and the United 
Nations, are plotting to create a Catholic world dictatorship, 
according to Struksnes. 

There is only one thing missing from his raving conspiracy 
theories and that is the Jews. Despite his manful attempt to reach 
the Premier League of conspiracy nuts, Struksnes mercifully 
spares us the usual antisemitic “world Jewish plot” nonsense. 

But Struksnes has a serious rival, who makes no such 
omission, in the ranks of the Seventh Day Adventists. Asmund 
Kaspersen has his very own conspiracy rag Innsyn (Insight) and, 
to maintain his street credibility among the cranks, insists on the 
inclusion of the barmy Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion 
story in his twisted universe of feminists, globalists and other 
forces of evil. 

We shall return to Kaspersen’s extraordinarily insightful writings 
on “the New World Order” and the “sinister forces” behind it in a 
future issue of Searchlight. 
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World View 


I 


Controversial 
playwright 
praises 
David Irving 

From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 

ROLF HOCHHUTH is a German writer whose concern 
that the West, especially Germany, was forgetting 
the horrors of the Nazi era has led him to explore the 
troubled themes of guilt and responsibility in recent 
history. 

He first gained worldwide attention in 1963 with 
his drama Der Stellvertreter (The Deputy), which 
indicted Pope Pius XII for failing to take a public stand 
against the Nazi extermination of the Jews and for not 
protesting even when the Jews of Rome were deported 
to Nazi camps. Since then he has been considered 
left-wing, so his recent interview in the far-right 
Berlin weekly, Junge Freiheit, in which he praised the 
notorious Holocaust denier David Irving, has caused 
much indignation. 

Hochhuth told Junge Freiheit: “Irving is a fabulous 
pioneer of contemporary history who has written 
marvellous books ... the reproach that he is a denier of 
the Holocaust is simply idiotic.” 

Hochhuth’s claim does not correspond with the facts. 
In April 2001, Irving lost his libel case against Penguin 
Books and the American author Deborah Lipstadt. 
After considering the case for almost four weeks, Justice 
Charles Gray found against Irving, saying he had failed 
to prove that his reputation had been damaged. 

Irving had sought damages over Lipstadt’s book 
Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth 
and Memory , published in 1994, in which she branded 
him a “Holocaust denier”. As Justice Gray wrote in his 
verdict: “It appears to me to be incontrovertible that 
Irving qualifies as a Holocaust denier.” 

It is ironic, then, that Hochhuth’s interviewer objects: 
“But Mr Hochhuth, ... Irving claims that there were no 
gas chambers in Auschwitz. He stated uncouthly that 
‘more people died in the back of Edward Kennedy’s car 
at Chappaquiddick than died in the gas chambers at 



Searchlight April 2005 32 


Auschwitz’ and, as is known, there sat only his 
girlfriend.” Hochhuth’s answer to this was: “Probably he 
[Irving] was crazily provoked before he said this. As a 
historian he is an absolutely serious man.” 

As the defence proved during the 2001 libel trial, 
Irving made his statement about Auschwitz to an 
audience in Canada that had paid to hear him and he 
was not “provoked” at all. Again according to the verdict, 
“Not only has he denied the existence of gas chambers 
at Auschwitz and asserted that no Jew was gassed there, 
he has done so on frequent occasions and sometimes in 
the most offensive terms.” 

Gray’s summing up went on to implicate Irving in 
intentionally falsifying history. “Historians are human: 
they make mistakes, misread and misconstrue 
documents and overlook material evidence. I have 
found that, in numerous respects, Irving has misstated 
historical evidence, adopted positions which run 
counter to the weight of the evidence and disregarded or 
dismissed credible evidence. It appears to me that an 
analysis of those instances may shed light on the 
question of whether Irving’s misrepresentation of 
the historical evidence is deliberate.” 

Later in the interview Hochhuth is asked about the 
refusal of Germany and other states to admit Irving 
because of his “questionable theories”. Apparently 
believing himself infallible, Hochhuth replies, “This is 
grotesque, he has visited us in our home, we keep in 
contact with each other on the phone, I know him very 
well,” adding bizarrely and using a term coined by the 
Nazis’ Nuremberg race laws, “Irving is half Jewish, his 
mother was Jewish! To defame him as a denier of the 
Holocaust is an act of vengeance because he tells such 
scary truths about us Germans. Politicians gladly 
forbid Irving to visit German archives because they 
want to be spared the truth about German atrocities in 
Hitler’s war.” 

It is of course a fallacy to conclude that somebody 
cannot be a Holocaust denier because his mother is 
Jewish and, in any case, this has no bearing on Irving’s 
baleful record. In fact Irving was arrested and deported 
from Austria in 1983, he was convicted for insulting the 
memory of the dead in Germany in 1991 and he was 
banned from entering Germany as well as Canada and 
Australia in 1992-93. It is difficult to think of any 
historian of any standing who has been subjected to so 
many unfavourable legal judgments or has initiated 
so many libel actions. Hochhuth’s belief that the 
German authorities refuse Irving entry because they are 
afraid of his discoveries in their archives is, in view of 
Irving’s history, absurd. 

Furthermore, the verdict against Irving did not fight 
shy of highlighting the connection between Irving’s 
antisemitism and racism and the extreme-right, stating, 
“The evidence supports the claim that Irving has 
associated with several right-wing organisations in the 
US. He has a close and longstanding relationship with 
the Institute of Historical Review ... an avowedly 
revisionist organisation whose membership 
undoubtedly includes many from the extreme right- 
wing. Irving agreed that the membership of the IHR 
includes ‘cracked antisemites’. The evidence indicates 
that Irving is also associated with the National Alliance. 
... In my view Irving cannot fail to have become aware 
that the National Alliance is a neo-nazi and antisemitic 
organisation. The regularity of Irving’s contacts with the 
National Alliance and its officers confirms Irving’s 
pathetic attitude towards an organisation whose tenets 
would be abhorrent to most people.” 


So why does Hochhuth defend Irving? One reason 
might be that he is provoking the media to gain publicity 
for a new book to be published in April. But there could 
be another explanation. In 1945 an aeroplane carrying 
General Sikorski, the president of the Polish government 
in exile, crashed on leaving Gibraltar for London, killing 
all on board except the pilot. On hearing the news, 
Hitler’s propaganda chief, Joseph Goebbels, promptly 
announced that the British government had cynically 
destroyed its own plane by sabotage. 

In 1966-67, Hochhuth wrote a play called Soldiers in 
which he too claimed that Churchill was responsible for 
the plane crash. He claimed to have based his play on 
evidence provided by none other than Irving in his book 
Accident: the Death of General Sikorski , published in 
October 1967, in which Irving implied, without any 
evidence, that the British government and Churchill had 
murdered Sikorski. 

The only document Irving offered to support his 
controversial contention was an alleged entry in the 
diary of the Governor of Gibraltar, referring to an 
appointment, “11.45 Sweet-Escott”. Because Sweet- 
Escott was an officer in the Special Operations Executive, 
the tasks of which included sabotage in enemy territory, 
Irving pronounced this evidence of a murder plot. 

In fact, Sweet-Escott had already informed Irving that 
he was in London on that day. The diary entry that Irving 
insisted “very clearly reads Sweet-Escott” in fact says 
“Swear Carrara”. Carrara was the Chief Justice of 
Gibraltar whom the Governor-General had sworn in that 
very morning. 

Sweet-Escott successfully sued Hochhuth and 
Der Spiegel for libel over their claim, published in 
October 1967, of his involvement in Sikorski’s “murder”. 
The surviving pilot also sued Hochhuth for libel and was 
awarded £50,000 damages in 1972. 

Wolfgang Benz, director of Berlin’s Centre for the 
Study of Antisemitism, noted in an interview some years 
ago that “Irving is over praised as a writer for the general 
public. He has delivered details from the perspective of 
the keyhole - from conversations with courtiers and 
chauffeurs - and thereby mobilised the last knowledge 
that could be brought to light from Hitler’s entourage. 
But nothing really new.” [Wolfgang Benz, Ehrgeiz und 
Eitelkeit , Die Welt , 12 April 2000.] 

Justice Gray complemented this trenchant assessment 
in his summing up, “The content of his [Irving’s] 
speeches and interviews often displays a distinctly pro- 
Nazi and anti-Jewish bias. He makes surprising and often 
unfounded assertions about the Nazi regime that tend to 
exonerate the Nazis for the appalling atrocities they 
inflicted on the Jews. He is content to mix with neo- 
fascists and appears to share many of their racist and 
antisemitic prejudices. The picture of Irving which 
emerges from the evidence of his extra-curricular 
activities reveals him to be a right-wing pro-Nazi 
polemicist. In my view the Defendants have established 
that Irving has a political agenda. It is one which, it is 
legitimate to infer, disposes him, where he deems it 
necessary, to manipulate the historical record in order to 
make it conform with his political beliefs.” 

It is a pity and shame that Hochhuth, a writer who is 
a genuine anti-Nazi, has not bothered to check the 
voluminous evidence against Irving because historians 
and writers on history have the obligation not to ignore 
the central demand of historical presentation: to 
work with ascertainable facts and with meticulous 
dedication to accuracy and precision in the 
reconstruction of the past. 
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New law would 
make Nazis the 
same as partisans 


Alfio Bernabei 




ANTI-FASCIST organisations throughout Italy have 
stepped up their campaign to block proposed 
legislation that will reward nazi-fascists who sided with 
Hitler and Mussolini during the last two years of the 
Second World War. 

Perhaps Foreign Secretary Jack Straw should take 
notice of who is behind this plan. Last month he 
entertained in Whitehall Italy’s Foreign Minister 
Gianfranco Fini, the former blackshirt. It is Fini who 
wants to see the passage of this legislation through the 
Senate and Parliament. Those spearheading it are 
Senators of his party, the National Alliance. 

The new law would grant the status of “co-belligerent” 
to the nazi-fascists who joined Mussolini’s so-called Salo 
Republic. The objective is to have them officially 
recognised as ordinary soldiers worthy of the same 
respect and dignity that until now was bestowed only on 
anti-fascists and partisans who fought alongside the 
Allies to liberate Italy. 

Explaining the significance of this move the Italian 
political commentator Furio Colombo wrote, “Just 
imagine what would happen in America if Senators were 
to propose a law stating that those who joined the anti¬ 
racist struggle alongside Martin Luther King should be 
treated exactly in the same way as militants of the Ku 
Klux Klan, arguing that both were acting in good faith 
since they believed that their struggle was right. And on 
top of that, insist that Ku Klux Klan members should 
have a pension by way of thanks.” 

The Salo Republic was set up by Mussolini in 
northern Italy after the country surrendered in 1943. 
It was a puppet republic under the control of Adolf 
Hitler. The Italians who joined espoused the nazi-fascist 
cause. They belonged to armed gangs called the Black 
Brigades or Decima Mas, which became notorious for 
their attacks against the civilian population that was 
helping the partisans. They butchered anti-fascists, 
killing women and children and helping in the capture 
of Jews to be taken to concentration camps. They were 
in every way willing servants of the Third Reich. 
Needless to say, all of them had to be “Arianissimi” in the 
name of racial purity. 

“To want to bestow the official recognition of 
co-belligerent in good faith to these criminal thugs 
is an affront to those who sacrificed their lives to save 


Italy,” wrote another commentator, Franco Giustolisi. 
“The whole exercise is a demonstration of how nazi- 
fascists who were kicked out of our democracy are being 
reintroduced by the back door by Berlusconi, simply 
because he needs the votes of Fini’s National Alliance in 
order to stay in power.” 

Giorgio Bocca, a leading political commentator and a 
former partisan himself, may have a word or two for 
those in Whitehall or Downing Street who welcome Fini 
in his Armani suit: “In 1994 Fini described the Salo 
Republic as a bad page in Italian history but today he is 
encouraging his Senators to promote a piece of 
legislation that would give the nazi-fascists equal 
dignity with the partisans. How can this reward be given 
to people who, had they won the war, would have built a 
nazi Europe with racist laws?” 

Anti-fascist historians have begun to collect 
signatures against the proposed legislation. Teachers 
have written letters to newspapers expressing their 
concern. The former president of Italy, Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro, attended a protest meeting in Rome at which 
he said that the historical revisionism seen in Italy over 
the past few years designed to give legitimacy to fascism 
has become “intolerable, an insult”. 

The left-wing MP Gavino Angius said at the same 
meeting, “The measure proposed by the Senators of 
the National Alliance party is an attack against the 
foundations of our constitution”. He was referring to 
the fact that anti-fascist values are at the core of the 
1946 Italian constitution, enshrined in articles written 
by people who had fought against the nazi-fascists. 
The idea that Berlusconi and his neo-fascist cronies are 
now seeking to introduce laws that conflict with the 
spirit of such a fundamental document is causing 
considerable alarm. 

Of course a contributing factor that has enabled the 
neo-fascists to push ahead with historical revisionism, 
even in the face of strong opposition, is the fact that no 
significant attempts were made after the end of the 
Second World War to bring the nazi-fascists to justice. 
Therefore the country has no memory of any trials or 
heavy sentences imposed on those responsible for the 
atrocities that were perpetrated against the partisans or 
the civilian population. 

The current inquiry into the reasons why stacks of 
files listing the massacres of civilians by the nazi- 
fascists were kept hidden for decades, away from 
public scrutiny, is not making much progress either. 
Last month the former Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti was questioned on why he never acted to 
bring the documents into the open when he was 
informed of their existence, way back in 1965. He was 
unable to give a satisfactory answer. The documents 
came to light only in 1994 and are still being 
examined. Anti-fascist organisations are furious that 
time is passing and no attempt is being made to bring 
to trial the nazi-fascists responsible for a number of 
well-documented atrocities. 

Meanwhile more antisemitic incidents have been 
recorded in Rome. Graffiti containing insults to Anne 
Frank appeared in the Aurelio borough. One stated, 
“Anne Frank, you have stopped writing”. Two men, 
both 25, suspected of being responsible for a spate 
of antisemitic graffiti on the walls of the city were 
questioned by police after being found in possession of 
a sheet of paper that bore the slogans, “10,100,1000 
Shoah” and “Hello, soap bars”. Both were members of 
the AS Roma “ultras” football supporters’ club that 
includes many racists among its members. 
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From the archives 



WAR BETWEEN THE REVISIONISTS 
page 6-7 

MYSTERY Of NF LAW YER 
page 6-7 

BLACK PEOPLE SUPPORT MINERS 


20 years ago 

April 1985 

Scotland Yard in 
hunt for Grey 
Wolf 

A MEMBER of the 
Grey Wolves, the Turkish 
fascist group involved in the 
attempted murder of Pope 
John Paul II,is being hunted 
by police in London after 
skipping bail while facing 
firearms charges. 

Alliosman Egbir, aged 41 
and described as the owner 
of a copper mine, is 
suspected of being part of an 
international drug smuggling 
conspiracy,and was arrested 
in London in possession of a gun and ammunition. He failed to appear at 
Lambeth Court in South London at the beginning of March. 

In Turkey, Egbir is also wanted in connection with two murders, and an 
extradition request has been lodged with the British Foreign Office. At the 
moment, however, no extradition treaty exists between the two countries. 

His arrest in January followed surveillance by Scotland Yard’s Drugs Squad. 
Mehir Badur, who had been sharing a house with him in Bexleyheath, was 
also detained,and was subsequently fined £750 and recommended for 
deportation. Egbir is said to be part of a Dutch-based drugs ring and was 
suspected of being in Britain to set up a new operation here. 


WEBSTER 
launches 
NEW TITANIC 


Latest attempt 
to build far- 
right coalition 


10 years ago 

April 1995 

Dawn raids 
follow Lauck 
arrest 

POLICE SEIZED weapons, 
ammunition and illegal nazi 
literature in dawn raids on 
80 homes of neo-nazis in 
Germany on 23 March. 

The raids followed the arrest 
of Gary Lauck, leader of the 
nazi NS DAP-AO, in Denmark 
three days earlier. 

The German government 
has begun extradition 
proceedings for Lauck, 
a US citizen from Lincoln, 
Nebraska. He is alleged to 
have imported illegal nazi and racist literature into Germany for 20 years 
and distributed it to neo-nazi groups. The material was sent in unmarked 
parcels from the USA. 

Lauck, who denies that the Holocaust took place, publishes his 
neo-nazi magazine in more than ten languages, including Russian. 

He also sponsors two neo-nazi talk shows on cable television in the USA. 

Lauck was banned from entering Germany but has defied the ban on 
several occasions. He has links with some of the worst nazi terrorist 
groups in Europe. If found guilty he could face up to five years in jail. 
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London, 31 March 1995. International 
anti-fascist alert. Top German nazi 
coordinators on the move in Europe. 
Ewald Althans jailed. Norbert Weidner 
replaced. Stephan Wiesel and Michael 
Petri take their places. Meetings with 
BNP and Combat 18 in last two months. 
These men are dangerous. Message ends. 
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1945 was a victory won by the extraordinary heroism of ordinary 
people, a defeat for a politics that begins with hate your neighbour 
and ends in gas chambers. Today the fascists' blackshirts 
have been swapped for suits, but the danger hasn't changed. 
Our shirt reminds them we haven't forgotten. 

£9.99 100% cotton T-shirt. 

All profits to fund local Searchlight anti-BNP campaigns. 
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